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people to serve on other
Parish committees, if
you’d like to focus your
eﬀorts in a particular
area or project. However
you’d like to serve, please
speak with Fr. Nick.

January 4, 2015
This Week’s News
A VESPERAL LITURGY with the
Great Blessing of Water will be celebrated Monday evening, January 5th, a
6:00 pm. is Eve of eophany is observed as a strict fast day.

COFFEE HOUR SPONSORS ARE NEEDED for
the coming weeks. Please
speak with Presvytera
Maria if you would like
to sponsor one.

THANKS TO THE FOOD PANTRY
VOLUNTEERS for working the Orthodox Food Center on behalf of our parish
yesterday. Our regular commitment is
the ﬁrst Saturday of the month from
9am to noon. About 4 people are
needed. If you can help in this worthwhile ministry, please speak with Nicole
Apostola or Lisa Mielnicki. Our next
Saturday is February 7th.
THE COAT DRIVE CONTINUES for
the rest of December into January at the
Orthodox Food Pantry. ere is particular need for men’s large and extra large
coats, but all kinds of coats, hats and
gloves are needed. If you have good,
clean and usable articles, please consider donating them. Bring them to the
Church or contact Lisa Mielnicki at:
lamielnicki@ gmail.com or text her at
508-340-1547.
THE 2015 CHURCH CALENDARS in
both English and Romanian are in!
ey are available in the Narthex. A
Greete Tm 2:
Mary Anna Dymek &
Margarite Landry
Coffee Hour Cln-up Crew A:
Margarite Landry, Fvia Guran.
Chriﬆine Maﬆerjohn
& Kana Cocavessis
All Altar Serve Invited

Communi
News

The Sunday before Theophany
Epiﬆle: 2 Timoy 4:5-8 • Gospel: Mark 1:1-8
Tone 5 • Mans Gospel 8

small donation toward their cost would
be welcomed.
THE BLESSING OF HOMES AT
THEOPHANY will begin on Wednesday, January 7th, and continue until all
homes are blessed. As in the past, we
will be setting times to bless your home.
If there is a speciﬁc time that is more
convenient for you, please email or call (508-845-0088)
Fr. Nick to arrange it.
A NEW PARISH COUNCIL
WILL BE ELECTED IN JANUARY, (the two-year term of
the Parish Council expires
this year). Please consider offering a stewardship of your
time in this important ministry. We also are asking for

A HOLY LAND PILGRIMAGE is being organized by Fr. Timothy
Lowe. e dates are
April 23 to May 10, 2015.
If you are interested,
speak with Fr. Nick for
more details.

Holy Trini News
Holy Trinity Nursing & Rehabilitation
Center & Holy Trinity Hospice are Orthodox Charities and rely on your donations to continue the mission of
providing the best care possible.

Dates to Remember

Mon, Jan 5 Vesperal Liturgy for eophany
Great Blessing of Water, 6 pm
Wed, Jan 7 Great Blessing of Water
at Holy Trinity, 9:30 am
Sat, Feb 7 Staﬀ Orthodox Food Pantry
Fri, Feb 20 Mustard Seed Meal, 5 pm
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A Prayer of Fr. Laurence
LET uS PRAy TO THE LORD,

O

Namedays
January 1
St. Basil the Great
William Cocavessis
Bryan Donabed
William Keimig
Vasia Lolo
Vasilika Lolo
William Polymeros
Valarie Stamoulis
Vasilika Tanko
William Tsoules
January 6
e Holy eophany of our Lord and
Savior Jesus Christ
Francis Polymeros
Jordan Sparages
January 7
e Holy Prophet and Forerunner
John the Baptist
Rev. Fr. John Daly
Nița Dumitriu
Sean Fahey
Ian Mayer
John Rucho
John David oren
January 12
St. Tatiana the Martyr of Rome
Tatiana Soﬁa Karadimitriou

January 17
St. Anthony the Great
Anthony eodore Christo
Scott Anthony Maynard
Anthony Rucho
Tony Nicholas Trakadas
January 18
St. Athanasios
Patriarch of Alexandria
anas Lolo
Arthur Peterson
January 22
e Holy Apostle Timothy
Rev. Fr. Timothy Lowe
Timothy Rucho

Lord, our God, light of
all e world: e brilliance of this feast of lights dazzles
the eyes of our souls. For today you
enlighten us with the intimate
knowledge that you are three in one.
Today, you enlighten us by the appearance and manifestation of the
Lord Jesus in the Jordan. Today, you
enlighten us with the understanding
that your salvation is for all peoples
without exception. erefore, by the
never-fading radiance of your light,
rescue us from the power of darkness and make a place for us in your
kingdom. Fill us with your glory and
reveal the splendor of your presence
to every nation, that we may all ﬁnd
forgiveness of our sins and true freedom.
For you are indeed our God, the Father of lights, and we give glory to
you, your co-eternal Son, and your
all-holy, good, and life-giving
Spirit:now and forever, and unto ages
of ages. Amen.

T Voice of One Crying in  Wilderness

T

his is the Sunday before eophany
— the Baptism of Jesus. While
many of us may think the beginning
verses of the Gospel are about the Lord’s
birth and his early days, actually most of
the Evangelists begin the “Good News”
with John the Baptist. is is because
John is the Prophet of the Savior’s coming, his “Forerunner.” Even St. Matthew
who begins his Gospel with the Lord’s
genealogy and birth, follows immediately with the account of Jesus’ baptism
by the hand of John.
e Gospel lesson for this Sunday is
from St Mark 1:1-8 that starts with a reference to the Prophet Isaiah, who speak
of the one who will prepare the Messiah’s way: “See, I am sending my messenger ahead of you, who will prepare
your way; the voice of one crying out in
the wilderness: ‘Prepare the way of the
Lord, make his paths straight’” (Mark
1:2-3; cf. Is 40:3). St. Mark makes it clear
from the outset that John the Baptist is
the Forerunner of the Messiah, and that
Jesus is the long-awaited Savior.
John is central to the Evangelion,
that is, the “Good News” of salvation, in
a number of important respects. St.
Luke records how his birth, like Jesus’
birth, is miraculous. He was born into a
“priestly” family. His father Zechariah
was of the order of Abijah and his
mother was a descendent of Aaron
(Luke 1:5). ey were a pious couple, but
childless, and of an age where conception was highly unlikely. While on service in the Temple in Jerusalem
Zechariah received a vision telling him
that his wife Elizabeth would conceive
and that the son born to them, John,
would be a Prophet consecrated to God.
St. Luke also tells us that Elizabeth
is a relative of Mary. Aer Mary conceived by the Holy Spirit she went and
visited Elizabeth. When she approached
the house and called to her, Elizabeth
replies: “Blessed are you among women,
and blessed is the fruit of your womb.

And why has this happened to me, that
the mother of my Lord comes to me?
For as soon as I heard the sound of your
greeting, the child in my womb leaped
for joy.” (Luke 1:42-44).
As he grew to manhood, St. John
sets out for the desert and takes up the
prophetic mantle of “camel’s hair, with a
leather belt” (Mark 1:6), but more importantly, he takes on the prophetic
voice: “Repent, for the kingdom of
heaven is at hand.” (Matthew 3:2)
Some people in Israel thought John
was the promised Messiah. But many
more saw John as the manifestation of
the Prophet Elijah who most believed
would appear to proclaim the Messiah.
For his part, John believed that Jesus
might be this “Elijah,” and hints at this
when he says: “Aer me comes he who
is mightier than I, the thong of whose
sandals I am not worthy to stoop down
and untie. I have baptized you with
water; but he will baptize you with the
Holy Spirit” (Mark 1:7-8).
However, the Lord is clear that it is
John who is the “Elijah” that had been
predicted when He tells his disciples:
“Elijah is indeed coming ﬁrst to restore

all things. … I tell you that Elijah has
come, and they did to him whatever
they pleased, as it is written about him.”
(Mark 9:11-13) He goes even further
when he says, “Among those born of
women no one has arisen greater than
John the Baptist. … For all the prophets
and the law prophesied until John came;
and if you are willing to accept it, he is
Elijah who is to come. (Matthew 11:11,
13-14)
e way in which John “prepared
the way of the Lord” was to call people
to repentance. He preached in the desert
on the banks of the Jordan River, and
there he baptized people. With water
from that stream he washed away their
sins so that they might be ready to hear
and receive the Messiah.
Aer John had been arrested, Jesus,
again referring to John, says to the people following him: “What did you go out
into the wilderness to look at? A reed
shaken by the wind? Why then did you
go out? To see someone dressed in so
robes? … What then did you go out to
see? A prophet? yes, I tell you, and more
than a prophet. is is the one about
whom it is written, ‘See, I am sending
my messenger ahead of you, who will
prepare your way before you.’” (Luke
7:24-27)
For us today, even though we know
the History of Salvation, even though
we know who “Elijah” is, and the identity of the expected Messiah, we still
should reﬂect on and cling to John’s
words: “e one who is more powerful
than I is coming aer me; I am not worthy to stoop down and untie the thong
of his sandals. I have baptized you with
water; but he will baptize you with the
Holy Spirit.” (Mark 1:7-8) is is our
Lord Jesus Christ who will receive baptism for our sins and reveal His heavenly Father to us. He is the one we
longed for, and the one we still long for.
Fr. Nichos Apoﬆo

