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Sat, Jan 30

Sat, Feb 6
Fri, Feb 19

Mon, March 14
May 1

Pita Dough Rolling, 9am - noon
Orthodox Food Pantry, 9am-12pm
Orthodox Food Pantry, 9am-12pm
Mustard Seed Meal, 5pm
Great Lent Begins
Great and Holy Pascha

Dates to Remember
✻ Aernoon music entertain-

ment - $150.00
✻ Flowers for dining room -

$40.00/dozen, 2 times/
month

✻ Music erapy Resident les-
sons - $50.00/hr.

Donations can be made by
contacting e Holy Trinity
Activities Director, Tina Me-

tras at 508-752-1000.

HOLY TRINITY HOSPICE offers ex-
ceptional care for individuals facing se-
rious illnesses and those at the end of
life. It provides individualized care for
loved ones in their place of residence,
whether that be at home, in an assisted
living or at a nursing facility. Holy Trin-
ity Hospice would be honored to help
through your difficult time. If you
would like further information, please
call our office at 508-791-8200 and ask
for the Hospice Director, Beth Miller or
the Community Liaison, Ursula Hanus.

services to its residents. 

Check out Holy Trinity’s December 2015
Newsletter at htnr.net on the home
page!

Want to directly help residents of Holy
Trinity with daytime events?

Small donations for events at Holy Trin-
ity are:
✻ Sunday AM Dunkin Donuts for one

floor - $75.00
✻ Soda Cart for one floor - 475.00
✻ Ice Cream truck visit - $250.00
✻ Various local bus trips for 6 to 8 resi-

dents - $250.00

Greete Tm 3: 
Evans Tsoules and Tom Fitzpatrick

Coffee Hour Cln-up Crew B:
KaradimiTriou/Kalpido Family

All Altar Serve Invited
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This Week’s News
PITA DOUGH ROLLING. It’s that time
again! We did so well with our sales for
the holidays that we’ve depleted our in-
ventory. We’ve schedule a session for
Saturday, January 30th. We need 12-15
people, so that the work is evenly dis-
tributed and we can finish with prep and
clean-up in 3 hours. No experience nec-
essary. If you’d like to participate, con-
tact Chris Toda at: thetodas@msn.com,
or 508-832-6271.

THE BLESSING OF HOMES AT
THEOPHANY began ursday, Janu-
ary 7th and continues throughout Janu-
ary. Fr. Nick will be sending you a notice
with a specific date and time, but if you
have a preference, please contact him by
e-mail (frnick@stnicholaschurch.org)
or on his cell phone: 508-335-7378.

TODAY’ S COFFEE HOUR is spon-
sored in memory of Elizabeth Elias by
the Sedares family.

Holy Trini News
WHAT’S NEW AT HOLY TRINITY:
Holy Trinity is pleased to announce
Brother Ryan Carlson, a seminarian,
will be working with Father Nicholas
Apostola to provide volunteer pastoral

The Twen Nin Sunday after Pentecost
St. Anony e Grt

Epistle: Colossians 3:4-11    • Gospel: Luke 17:12-19
(Jesus Hls e Ten Lepe)

Tone 8   • Mans Gospel 11



Namedays
January 12

St. Tatiana the Martyr of Rome
Tatiana Sofia Karadimitriou

January 17
St. Anthony the Great

Anthony eodore Christo
Scott Anthony Maynard
Anthony Rucho
Tony Nicholas Trakadas

January 18
St. Athanasios 
Patriarch of Alexandria

Thanas Lolo
Arthur peterson

January 22
e Holy Apostle Timothy

Rev. Fr. Timothy Lowe
Timothy Rucho

January 25
St. Gregory the eologian

Rev. Fr. Gregory Christakos
Dr. Gregory Tsongalis

January 28
St. Ephraim the Syrian

Rev. Fr. ephraim peters

A Prayer of 
Fr. Laurence

LeT US pRAy To THe LoRD,

Lord be good to us and fill our
minds with insight. Tune the

ears of our spirit to the subtleties of
living according to your good
news. Make us understand that life
is a precious gi from you and not
ours to abuse. Teach us how to ap-
preciate the value of life and the
riches it presents to us, and how to
have a healthy confidence in our-
selves at all times without ever
foolishly trusting solely in our own
devices. And let not our prosperity
deprive us of understanding. 

So that ever enlightened by your
wisdom, we may give you glory,
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit: now
and forever, and unto ages of ages,
amen. 

January 17
St. Anony e Grt January 18

Ss. Aanasios and Kyril
Patriarchs of Alexandria

Let’s Work 
Together 

to be 
Mortgage

Free!

Please Join Us!



Get up, your Fai Has made you Well
This week’s Gospel reading, the ac-

count of the healing of the ten lep-
ers (Luke 17:12-19), is written very much
in the form of a parable, even as it re-
counts a true event, not simply a story
told as a teaching tool. Ten men were af-
flicted by leprosy. ey happen upon
Jesus, beg for mercy and were healed. To
be stricken with leprosy was like being
given a living death sentence. you were
seen as cursed and unclean. As with the
ebola epidemic, someone who had con-
tracted leprosy was driven from family
and friends. And like AIDS, especially
in the early days of this epidemic, you
were forced to hide yourself and live
apart, sometimes in a colony, but oen
alone. In many ways, it was worse than
being dead.
       When Jesus entered this particular
village the ten of them recognize him,
and, while keeping their distance, called
to him saying, “Jesus, Master, have
mercy on us!” (v. 12-13) It is clear from
the way they address him that they un-
derstood who he was. ey most likely
had heard of his healing power. Jesus
answers them simply: “Go and show
yourselves to the priests.” (v. 14)
       e priests were the only ones au-
thorized to attest to a healing. Today we
understand that what people called
“leprosy” in Biblical times could have
been other skin ailments as well, not
necessarily what is known today as
Hansen’s Disease. Nonetheless, neither
Hansen’s nor conditions such as eczema
are easily cured. For Jesus to have told
those afflicted to present themselves to
the priests meant that they were healed.
       As they were traveling on their way
to the priests, the ten looked and saw
that they had indeed been made whole.
But, only one of them, when he realized
he had been healed, turned back and fell
at the feet of Jesus to thank him. It is at
this point that we realize this man is dif-
ferent from the other nine, not only for
his act of gratitude, but also because of

his nationality. He is a Samaritan. (v. 15-
16)
       Jesus then says something he usu-
ally doesn’t say aer he has healed
someone. He asks, “Were not ten made
clean? But the other nine, where are
they? Was none of them found to return
and give praise to God except this for-
eigner?” (v. 17-18) First, in the way Jesus
asks the question, he is telling us that the
other nine were Jews. Second, he tells us
that there is something else special
about this man, apart from the fact that
he is a Samaritan. Jesus gives us an in-
sight into the character of this individ-
ual.
       We know that there was a tension
between Jews and Samaritans (cf. John
4:5ff). However, apart from ethnic and
religious differences — his social stand-
ing — we are drawn to the look at his
character. We see that he possess a depth
of heart that seems to be missing from
the other nine. Having been healed of
such a grievous illness, could you imag-
ine not running back to thank the per-
son who had healed you? yet as we see
in this passage, 90% of this small sam-
pling of humanity did not. And, from
experience, I might hazard the guess

that this is probably the rule, not the ex-
ception. is is a hard reality, and diffi-
cult to accept. Can it really be that most
people would not stop to give thanks,
neither to the person who healed them
nor to God? Would you?
       Many of the patristic commentators
use this passage as a way to emphasize
the ingratitude of the Jews and the grat-
itude of the Gentiles. I truly do not
think this is the point of this story. As I
have seen it, many people are quick to
call on God and promise anything when
they are suffering, but few remember
their promises when they have become
well. When our need has passed and we
become comfortable again, we resume
our normal behavior. If we were grateful
and attentive before, we very likely will
be grateful and attentive aerward. If
not, then not.
       In the final verse of this story Jesus
tells the Samaritan: “Get up and go on
your way; your faith has made you well.”
(v. 19) But what of the other nine who
were cured as well? If it was this man’s
faith that cured him, how were these
other nine cured? ere are two re-
sponses. e ingratitude of the nine will
continue to effect them throughout
their lives. If they don’t repent, their
hearts will harden and they will become
bitter. For the grateful, every gi is a
blessing, and even in hard times they
fine reason to rejoice.
       Remember this: God’s Grace falls as
rain on each and every one of us. He
doesn’t discriminate. But, more oen
than not we are totally oblivious of that
gi, or even worse, ungrateful. God
nonetheless continues to pour His love
down, hoping that we will turn to fall at
His feet and give thanks. (v. 16) is, my
brothers and sisters, is the degree to
which he loves us.

Fr. Nichos Aposto



Nearly two years ago, the parish
undertook an initiative to pay

off the principal amount due under
the church’s mortgage in order to
finish this first phase of our building
project. Presently, the principal bal-
ance due on the mortgage is
$523,000. As a result of our cam-
paign, we’ve received 19 pledges to-
taling $117,250.
      By God’s Grace, we have won-
derful announcement to make.
Thanks to the faithfulness and gen-
erosity of Vasil (Billy) and Elva
Gartsu, founding members of our
parish, St. Nicholas has received a
bequest in the amount of $300,000 to
be applied against the principal
debt of our mortgage. We are hum-
bled and overwhelmed by their ex-
ample of stewardship and
faithfulness. Vasil and Elva were
humble and hardworking people.
Throughout their lives they were
faithful stewards of their time, tal-
ent and treasure to the church.
When Elva married Billy she was

not Orthodox. In fact, when they
were married the entire service was
conducted in Romanian and Elva
didn’t understand a word. It was
only when Fr. Nicholas was ap-
pointed priest at St. Nicholas, and
the services were celebrated in Eng-
lish, that she began attending
Liturgy regularly, pulling Billy
along with her. It was then that Elva
expressed her desire to embrace the
Orthodox faith. Together, they be-
came stalwarts of the Parish. 
      Vasil fell asleep in the Lord over
a decade ago. Elva continued her
devotion to the Lord and her dedi-
cation to the Parish. Remembering
the original Church on Hammond
Street in Worcester, she expressed
her constant desire to see a new
Church on our current site in
Shrewsbury. While she didn’t see
the new Church itself, she certainly
saw the new structures and design.
As she declined in health, her con-
stant wish was that whatever re-
sources she had should be devoted

to seeing the completion of the new
St. Nicholas. Both her and Vasil’s
faith are a great blessing for our St.
Nicholas community.
      Where are we now? How do we
get to where we need to be? As a re-
sult of the pledges previously made
and this generous and profound
gift, ONLY $106,000 remain to be
paid on the principal in order to fin-
ish paying off this current debt!
Given where we began only a few
years ago, our St. Nicholas Parish
has a property valued at $1.9 mil-
lion dollars. Yet, we still have the
Church building to build.
      OUR CHALLENGE RIGHT
NOW is to finish the work and re-
ceive pledges that would pay off the
full debt by Palm Sunday 2016. Of
course the dollar total is important,
but equally as important is that we
have every member of our parish
contribute towards this goal, at
whatever level is within their
means.
      During the season of Epiphany
Fr. Nick visits each of our homes to
bless them and ask for God’s bless-
ing on our families in the coming
year. We also ask this year that each
one of us consider the importance of
our St. Nicholas community in our
lives. Reflect on the example of faith
and love that Vasil and Elva Gartsu
have shown. We all need to partici-
pate in the paying off of our church
mortgage to the Glory of God and
to securing the future of His Church
for generations to come.
      Attached is a pledge form for
your consideration. Please fill it out
and send it in as soon as possible.

With love in Christ,

Thomas Fitzpatrick, Chair
“Burn the Mortgage” Campaign

“BURN THE MORTGAGE” CAMPAIGN
ENTERS FINAL STAGE


