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This Week’s News
WE CAN NEVER THANK OUR PITA
BAKERS ENOUGH. ey have been
doing a crackerjack job building up our
supply. Of course, much more will be
needed of them —AND OTHERS!!—
over the next weeks for all of the fall
baking events. Nonetheless, for right
now, a big THANK YOU for those
who’ve been working these past Saturdays and ursdays.
PITA BAKING is scheduled for Saturday, August 27th, 9:00am to noon.
Any questions, contact Chris Toda at:
thetodas@msn.com, or 508-832-6271.
All help appreciated. No experience
necessary — there’s a job for everyone.
THE VACATION CHURCH SCHOOL
held this past week was a wonderful experience for both kids and adults. e
overall theme was the “Names of Jesus,”
with a particular emphasis on Jesus as
the: Lamb of God, Bread of Life, and
Living Water. is was a cooperative
project with our sister parish of Ss Anargyroi in Marlborough. All tolled there
were over 30 children participating.
Presvytera Eleni Christakos headed up
the eﬀort, and special thanks are due
her, but we’d also like to thank Valarie
Stamoulis who was the coordinator
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from our parish, along with Katina
Spataro and Alysia Valoras.

good, usable paper and plastic bags and
bring them either to the Pantry on Saturday morning between 10 a.m. and 12
noon (St. Spyridon Cathedral, side entrance), or to our parish and we’ll have
someone from here deliver them.

OUR NEXT MUSTARD SEED MEAL is
Friday, August 19th. We’ll need help
cooking and serving. Prep help needed
(3 persons), 6pm ursday. Prep help
needed (2 persons), noon Friday. ServCommuni News
ing help needed (5 persons), 5:30pm Fri- SS. ANARGYROI PARISH IN MARLday. We are also looking for donors to BOROUGH will be holding its annual
cover the cost of the meal—around Greek Festival, Labor Day weekend
$400.00 for the 200 meals we usually (Saturday through Monday). For more
serve. If you’d like to help with
preparing the meal or underDates to Remember
writing the cost, please talk to
Fr. Nick.
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SOUTHBRIDGE will be

holding its 9th Annual Romanian Golf
Open on Saturday, September 10th.
For more information and/or to register,
call Luke yanka at 508-958-4144 or email: lsyanka@yahoo.com.

stART on the
Street
PITA & PASTRY CONCESSION AT
“START ON THE STREET:” Sunday, September 18th. (Rain Date – Sunday, September 25th). St. Nicholas is returning
to this community art festival, held on
Park Avenue in Worcester between
Pleasant and Highland Streets, which
draws over 20,000 attendees each year.
Our Church will again be one of the
vendors in the Food Court selling pita
and pastry. is is a HUGE undertaking
for us, and requires your “sweat stewardship” to realize the fundraising potential of $5,000. Please watch the
announcements and the Stewardship
Bulletin Board in the Church Hall for
additional information on how you can
help with this event. Preparations for
the event will be on Friday, September
16. And help will be needed as well
throughout the day on Sunday. Pita and
pastry baking is also currently underway and help is needed with that part of
the eﬀort as well. e venue is established and presents a great opportunity
to showcase our goods to the larger
community. e only variable is YOU!
St. Nicholas needs your commitment of
time and talent to make this a success!
e volunteering schedule needs will be
posted on the Bulletin Board soon. For
more info, speak with Deb Sedares,
Chris Toda or Betty Anderson.

Services for
e Dormion
 Dormition Vespers — St. Mary’s,
Sunday, August 14, 6:00 pm
 Divine Liturgy at St. St. Mary’s,
Monday, August 15, 9:00 am

Namedays
August 15
e Falling Asleep
of the Most Holy eotokos
Maria Blanchard
Mary Cocaine
Maria Dumitriu
Monika Maria Durmillari
Maria Kalpidou
Maria Prelipcean
Nancy Maria Tsongalis
Mary Tsoules
Marietta Zaruha

A Prayer of Fr. Laurence
LET US PRAy TO THE LORD,

Y

our wor are manifold
indeed, O Lord, for in wis-

dom you wrought them all! yet, your
incomparable power and brilliant
wisdom are nowhere so manifest as
in the woman whom you chose to be
the mother of your Son. As we
gather here this evening to celebrate
her passing from this earthly life, we
give you thanks for her readiness to
accept your will, for she received
your word with faith and kept it.
Give us, also, such a readiness to perceive your will and fulﬁll it, that we
may enjoy a glory like hers.
For you deserve all glory, honor, and
worship, Father, Son, and Holy
Spirit: now and forever, and unto
ages of ages. Amen.

Is Chriﬆ Divided?

T

his is the eighth Sunday aer Pentecost, and we begin reading from
St. Paul’s First Letter to the Corinthians.
Corinth is a city located on the southern
end of a narrow isthmus that connects
the Peloponnesus to central Greece. It
has easy access to both the Adriatic on
the west and the Aegean on the east. It
was a major city in the Ancient world
because of its location. In St. Paul’s day
it had a cosmopolitan population; people from all over the Roman Empire
were drawn to it.
In the Roman world, Corinth had a
reputation for debauchery and licentiousness; when you said that someone
was “living like a Corinthian,” it meant
that they were living a rather dissolute
life. It was a vibrant city, very much like
many of our own cities today; a place of
ideas and opportunities, as well as great
temptations.
St. Paul founded the Church in
Corinth in 51 ad, and when he departed
aer eighteen months, he le behind a
ﬂourishing community of Jewish and
Gentile converts. While in Ephesus he
received reports from Chloe’s family of
dissensions and scandals in the community. In this Letter he also takes up a
number of questions addressed to him
by members of the community sent in a
diﬀerent letter delivered by other messengers.
Our reading today is 1 Corinthians
1:10-17. Aer a short introduction, St.
Paul quickly addresses his major concern. He starts out gently, not with an
accusation, but with a request. “I appeal
to you, brethren, by the name of our
Lord Jesus Christ, that all of you agree
and that there be no dissensions among
you, but that you be united in the same
mind and the same judgment.” (v. 10)
He appeals to them not in his name, but
in Christ’s, in order to get them to focus
on the fundamentals of the issue. He
wants to emphasize that those who believe in Christ need to remain united in
Him. St. Paul uses a strong word here;
the word translated as “dissensions” in
the original Greek is “schisms.” It

sounded even stronger to the Corinthians than it does to us. He wanted them
to appreciate that they were ripping the
fabric of the Church into pieces.
en he tells them what unity in
Christ should look like: “the same mind
and the same judgment.” Agreement
formulated in only words is not the
same as harmony of sentiment. Agreeing to a common deﬁnition of faith is
not the same as being joined together in
love. He tells the Corinthians to be of
the same mind and judgment, not to
think that true unity can be accomplished by negotiating an accord.
St. Paul tells them what he has heard
and identiﬁes his source without singling out an individual (“reported to me
by Chloe’s people”). He wants to bolster
his argument without creating further
recriminations and divisions. e
charge is that factions have emerged in
the Corinthian Church. “Each one of
you says, ‘I belong to Paul,’ or ‘I belong
to Apollos,’ or ‘I belong to Cephas,’ or ‘I
belong to Christ.’” (v. 12)
He doesn’t want to inﬂate his own
importance so he starts with himself
and then mentions the other Apostles:
Apollos (cf. Acts 18:24) and Cephas
(Peter). He ends with Christ, but it is
doubtful that there was actually a
“Christ” party. Rather, he adds this to
emphasize the scandal of their division.
He drives home the point: “Is Christ
divided? Was Paul cruciﬁed for you? Or
were you baptized in the name of Paul?”
(v. 13) Factionalism based around attraction to any single person’s teaching is a
kind of idolatry. Paul is highlighting the
danger of this sort of behavior by reminding them of the basics. Who died
for you? In whose name were you baptized?
ere is no evidence whatsoever
that either Apollos or Peter had any responsibility for the creation or encouragement of these factions (cf. 1
Corinthians 16:24). ey were the creation of individuals within the community itself.
He mentions that in reality he bap-

tized very few people in Corinth (v. 1416) ending with this: “For Christ did not
send me to baptize but to preach the
gospel, and not with eloquent wisdom,
lest the cross of Christ be emptied of its
power.” (v. 17) He does not mean to diminish the great Mystery that is Baptism, but rather he wants to shame them
into remembering in whose name they
were baptized. It is the saving power of
Christ’s sacriﬁce that should be our
focus. e person who baptizes or
preaches is the minister of this Mystery.
ey do not (or should not) be baptizing and preaching in their own name.
In our time we are not very far from
the problems of the Corinthian Church.
Factionalism and schism can and does
plague our local parish communities as
well as the whole Church. ese divisions usually begin when we lose our
focus on the Gospel; when we allow
some person or some idea to supplant
the centrality of Christ’s sacriﬁce on the
Cross.
Since the end of the Second World
War many of the Christian Churches
have been engaged in the diﬃcult conversation of how to heal the division
among those who call Jesus Lord and
Savior. While many issues have been resolved in writing, ﬁnding the “same
mind and same judgment” has been
much more elusive. Tragically, other
newer issues have presented themselves
to cause more and even deeper divisions.
Within our own Church and communities, self-righteousness and selfcenteredness oen disrupts the
harmony of Christ’s Body.
Each of us must learn to focus our
love on Christ alone; to leave the vanities of our egos. We, like Paul, “need to
know nothing … except Jesus Christ,
and him cruciﬁed.” (1 Corinthian 2:2)
Fr. Nichos Apoﬆo
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