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This Week’s News

stART
on the Street
THE START ON THE STREET FESTIvAL is TODAY, Sunday, September
25th. ere are plenty of ways to help.
You can visit our booth on Park Ave.
You could also lend a hand at the booth
and the end-of-day clean up. is is an
important fundraiser for our community. A few hours from each of us will do
the trick. Here’s what what you can do:
→ All day Sunday crews are needed
to warm pitas at the AHEPA house
and at the tent to sell.
→ At day’s end we need to transport
everything back to the church, cleanup and stow the gear.
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION CLASSES
begin this Sunday, September 25th. If
you have not registered your child, and
would like to do so, you may complete
a registration form here at Church. If
anyone would like more information,
speak with Valarie Stamoulis or
Preoteasa Maria.
As a reminder, quiet space to hold
Religious Ed classes is limited. It takes
very little to disrupt a class of children
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from lessons their teachers have prepared. We ask for your cooperation
during the time aer communion, and
during the sermon and coﬀee-hour.
Please remain in the Church and do not
disrupt classes by walking in the coﬀee
hour area, hallway or going to the
kitchen.
FOOD PANTRY. Help is needed to staﬀ
our monthly responsibility at the Orthodox Food Center this coming Saturday, October 1st, from 9 am - noon.
About 4 people are needed. Likewise,
donations of food are always needed,
and may be dropped oﬀ at the Food
Pantry housed at St. Spyridon Cathedral. If you can help in this worthwhile
ministry, please speak with Lisa Mielnicki or Nicole Apostola.
THANKS TO THE E-RECYCLING CREW for their work
last Saturday! Gerry Belba,
who coordinated; Lisa Mielnicki, Artic Gavala, and Andy
Cavanaugh.
THE IOCC is engaged in relief
eﬀorts all over the globe, but in

particular they are at work in Louisiana
and Syria. Please consider a donation to
help those who are in desperate need.
Go to: www.IOCC.org or call: 877-8034622.
THERE WON'T BE A COFFEE HOUR
THIS WEEK. We’re all heading oﬀ to
the Parish's stART concession.

Holy Trini News
HOLY TRINITY’S 10TH ANNIvERSARY
ANNUAL FOOD AND WINE FEST ON OCTOBER 6TH, 5:30-8:30pm at St. Spyridon
Cathedral. Celebratory Champagne and
Sparkling Wine Tasting & Seminar at
5:45pm! Live Music, Raﬄe Prizes, Great
Food! You don’t want to miss it! For
tickets call Irene Tsoules at 774-239-9238

Dates to Remember
Sun, Sept 25
Sat, Oct 1
urs, Oct 6
Fri, Oct 14

stART on the Street Festival
Staﬀ Orthodox Food Pantry
Holy Trinity Wine/Food Fest
Mustard Seed Meal, 5pm
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or Eleanor Sedares at 508-753-3106
‘Like’ on Facebook, “Annual Food and
Wine Fest.”
Holy Trinity Nursing & Rehabilitation
Center has the following EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES: CNA's,
RN's and Dietary Aides. Please contact
Michelle Williamson, dir. of Human
Resources at: 508-852-1000 or e-mail:
mwilliamson@htnr.net.

Communi News
NOTRE DAME ACADEMY is holding an
open house on ursday, Oct 6th at
7:00 pm for prospective students
(young women grades 9-12). For info:
www.nda-worc.org, or call: 508-7576200 x229.

A Prayer of Fr. Laurence
LET uS PRAY TO THE LORd,

I

n e midﬆ of all the demands of

this earthly life, O Christ, remind

us of our purpose in this world.
draw forth from us a loving obedience to the will of your Father as it
obedience you gave to him, thor-

A Prayer in Time of
Drought

ough but not servile, willing and

LET uS PRAY TO THE LORd,

manifests itself to us daily, like the

complete, without holding back or
being forced, and always animated
by love. Give us courage to embrace
the cross and imitate you in your
perfect abandonment to the Father.
So that ever ﬁlled with health of soul
and body, we may conﬁdently glorify
your wondrous and blessed name,
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit: now
and forever, and unto ages of ages.
Amen.

Namedays
September 14
e Exaltation of the
Precious and Lifegiving Cross
Stavri Tanacea

The Falling Asleep of
St. John e Evangeliﬆ
September 26
Kontakion of John e Theologian

Who can tell your mighty works, O virgin Saint? For you pour forth miracles,
and are a source of healings, and you intercede for our souls, as the eologian
and the friend of Christ.

September 17
e Holy Martyr Faith,
Daughter of St. Sophia
Faith Mayer
e Holy Martyr Sophia of Rome
Soﬁa Apostol
Sophia Amyra Apostola
Carol Fotos
September 18
e Holy Martyr Ariadna of Phrygia
Ariana Sparages

O

Lord God Almigh, Who
lis the clouds from the ends
of the earth, Who made lightning in
the rains, Who brings up the winds
from their storehouses, Who summons the waters of the sea and pours
them upon the face of all the earth,
we pray You, and we implore You,
confessing our sins and entreating
Your rich mercies: Command the
clouds to rain, have compassion on
all Your earth, show loving-kindness
to old and young and infants sucking
at the breast, to Your servants, sons
and daughters, and all beasts of the
earth, that it bring up for us bread for
food and herb for the livestock. Accept the prayers of all Your people,
and reject not the groans of the poor,
neither rebuke us with Your anger,
nor punish us with Your wrath, nor
let Your thirsting people be despoiled by famine. For every eye
hopes on You that they will receive
drink from You in due season. We
trust You, and knowing none other
save You, we await from You rich
mercies.
For You are a good and loving God,
and to You we send up glory: Father,
Son, and Holy Spirit: now and forever, and unto ages of ages. Amen.

Sow Bounfully, Rp Bounfully

F

ollowing the Feast of the Precious
Cross, we begin a new cycle of Scriptural readings in our Sunday Worship.
e Gospel lessons are taken from St.
Luke and the Epistle readings from St.
Paul’s Second Letter to the Corinthians.
e Ecclesiastical Year begins in September (as does the Jewish New Year),
and in so many ways September is a
more appropriate time for new beginnings than the icy days of January.
ose with children start the new
school year. e crisp days of fall invigorate us for hard work aer the lazy days
of summer. So, we begin anew studying
God’s saving words for us.
Today’s reading is 2 Corinthians
9:6-11. St. Paul is writing to the
Corinthians to inspire them to contribute to the fund he is raising from the
newly formed Gentile Churches. e
purpose is to oﬀer a gi to the needy
brothers and sisters in Jerusalem and all
of Palestine. e Holy Land was never a
very wealthy place. during the time of
St. Paul’s missions a great famine had
broken out over the whole region.
Everyone there was in great need. St.
Paul saw a gi from these newly formed
communities to the brethren there as a
way to tighten the bond between Christian believers, especially between Jewish
and Gentile Christians. is is the background for today’s reading.
Even though his words were written
with a very speciﬁc intent, St. Paul has
le generations of Christians a number
of important guidelines to live by when
considering giving and generosity. is
section begins, “e point is this: he
who sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and he who sows bountifully will
also reap bountifully.” (v. 6) e ﬁrst
thing we might notice is that he uses an
agricultural (organic) image, not a monetary one. He speaks of sowing and
reaping, not of investing and return on
investment, although this could be inferred. He wants us ﬁrst to enter into the
relationship of the farmer with the land,
and then the farmer, his land, and God

(and of course, the rhythm of nature
and weather). In many ways it is not unlike the calculation an investor makes in
a start-up company or the market. But
as anyone who has planted a crop (even
a backyard garden) knows, the variables
of nature are much harder to predict
than those of the marketplace. One
plants a crop with faith and many
prayers, while all the time hoping. It is
the same whenever we give something
to charity, perhaps to someone we know
who is in need; it requires from us hope,
faith and trust in God that what we give
will bear fruit.
Also, sowing bountifully asks of us
a certain amount of boldness and
courage. e one who sows “sparingly,”
even if she or he has faith, is expressing
a reserve or reticence when asked to put
that faith into practice. Sowing bountifully requires us to really put our complete faith in God. We’re giving up a part
of our own resources.
At the same time, no one forces us.
St. Paul tells us, “Each one must do as he
has made up his mind, not reluctantly
or under compulsion, for God loves a
cheerful giver.” (v. 7) Most of the modern translations use the word “mind” as
the place where this decision is made,
but the Greek word St. Paul uses is
“heart.” For St. Paul and the Church Fathers it is the heart that is the center of
spiritual discernment, the noetic faculty.
Today we think of the heart as the center
of emotion and passion — the opposite
of rational decision-making — so the
translation makes sense in that way, but
still something is lost. Our decision to
sow bountifully and cheerfully is not
just a rational calculation. It is a decision
that is tempered and shaped by our trust
in God. It is a spiritually wise decision.
We all have fears when we give away
some portion of our possessions. For
this reason, St. Paul addresses these
fears directly: “And God is able to provide you with every blessing in abundance, so that you may always have
enough of everything and may provide

in abundance for every good work. As
it is written, ‘He scatters abroad, he gives
to the poor; his righteousness endures
for ever.’ (Psalm 112:9)” (v. 8-9) If a person grounds their decision to be generous simply in his or her intellect, the
rational part will say, “the more you
give, the less you will have for yourself.”
St. Paul is telling them and us to trust in
God’s generosity. He is saying that the
rational calculus is not the whole story;
that generosity, not selﬁshness, is the
fundamental principle at work in creation. God’s rules are diﬀerent than
what might seem to be true on the surface. God’s rules require faith and trust
in Him in order to become evident.
“He who supplies seed to the sower
and bread for food will supply and multiply your resources and increase the
harvest of your righteousness.” (v. 10)
God wants us to understand the correlation between material generosity and
a spiritual harvest. He wants us to recognize how He sustains us in every way,
and that the way to repay Him is by
helping others who need our help. is
is the real economic principle, a principle that rarely shows up on the nightly
‘Business Report.’
We take as our comfort and inspiration this blessing that St. Paul bestows
on us: “You will be enriched in every
way for great generosity, which through
us will produce thanksgiving to God.”
(v. 11) When we are generous we not
only provide material relief to the person in need, we also strengthen their
hope and faith in God. We are the instruments of God’s mercy. He gives to
each of us the means and the power to
act, comfort, and gladden those around
us. Let us use this gi, not sparingly, but
bountifully; not grudgingly, but cheerfully. So that together we might thank
and glorify our Heavenly Father who
loves us.
Fr. Nichos Apoﬆo

HOLY TRINITY NURSING & REHABILITATION CENTER
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•

Basil & Spice

•

Ciao Bella

•

Culpepper’s Bakery & Café

•

Edible Arrangements

•

George’s Coney Island

•

Kalamos Greek & Med. Market

•

Manor & Draught House

•

Park Grill & Spirits

•

Sonoma of Princeton

•

The Twisted Fork

•

Boston’s Best Coffee & more!

•

Café Espresso Trattoria

•

Creedon Catering

•

Ed Hyder’s Mediterranean Mkt.

•

George’s Bakery

•

Holy Trinity

•

Livia’s Dish

•

Meze Greek Tapas Bar & Grille

•

Polar Beverages

•

The Auburn Town Pizza

•

Zorba’s Taverna

$40/pp; $75/for 2; $50 at door / Call Heather @ (508)852-1000 ext. 206 or email foodandwinefest@htnr.net

