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This Week’s News
THANKS TO ALL WHO WORKED
AND SUPPORTED THE FEASTDAY
CELEBRATION. A lot of people contributed to his eﬀort, but a special
thanks goes to Tim Rucho and Deb
Sedares who planned and organized the
event. We also want to thank Joanne
Prizio and family who sponsored the
meal in memory of Angela Prizio Demake. God bless them! and may Angela’s memory be eternal! And ﬁnally,
what a blessing it was to for so many
faithful to join in honoring and celebrating the memory of our patron St.
Nicholas. It was a wonderful time for
the whole community.
We also want to thank George Demake for spearheading the Raﬄe. His
smile and energy helped to make it a
success. And thanks to all those who
bought and sold tickets. e Feastday
Raﬄe realized approximately $9,000
aer prizes and expenses. Congratulations to the winners!
$2,500 Nick Boule
$500 Bessie Capsalis
$500 Mary Ehim
$500 Alexis Ermilio
$500 Luke Yanka
$250 Michael Soter
$250 Peter Pappas
Greete Tm 4:
Dimitri Saffron and Sn Fahey
Coffee Hour Cln-up Crew A:
Margarite LanDry,
Chriine Maerjohn
All Altar Serve Invited

T Twen-Seven Sunday after Pentecoﬆ
Apoﬆolic Rding: Epsians 6:10-17 • Gospel: Luke 13:10-17
(Jesus Hls  Woman wi Oﬆeoporosis)
Tone 2 • Mans Gospel: 5

CHRISTMAS CARD GREETINGS
DEADLINE TODAY, DECEMBER 10.
Be included in our annual Community
Christmas Card! Forms have been
mailed and also are available at the Candles.
THE 2018 CHURCH CALENDARS are
here, in both English and Romanian.
Pick them up at the candles. Please consider a small donation to cover the costs.
OUR NEXT MUSTARD SEED MEAL is
Friday, December 22nd. We’ll need help
cooking and serving. Prep help needed
ursday noon and Friday from 1-4 pm.
Serving help needed (5 persons),
5:30pm Friday. If you’d like to
help, please talk to Fr. Nick.

THE CHRISTMAS PAGEANT REHEARSAL will be
held on Saturday December
23rd from 9:00am to
11:00am. Parental assistance
is needed with preparing the
costumes and organizing
props. All Sunday School stu-

dents are invited to participate in the
Pageant program which will be presented to the parish on Sunday, December 24th following Divine Liturgy.
Please conﬁrm your child’s participation by speaking with their Sunday
School Teacher during coﬀee hour following Divine Liturgy or by email to:
info@stnicholaschurch.org
THIS WEEK’S COFFEE HOUR is
sponsored by Carol Fotos.

Upcoming
CALLING ALL MIDDLE SCHOOL
AND HIGH SCHOOL STUDENT …

Dates to Remember

Fri, Dec 22
Sat, Dec 23
Sun, Dec 24
Mon, Dec 25
Sat, Jan 6
Fri, Jan 12

Mustard Seed Meal, 5:00 pm
Christmas Pageant Rehearsal, 9:00 am
Christmas Eve. Christmas Pageant
Nativity of the Lord
Staﬀ Orthodox Food Pantry, 9am-noon
Teen IOCC Hurricane Project, 6:30 pm
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Want to help with hurricane relief? We
are joining with Sts. Anargyroi Church
to assist the International orthodox
Christian Charities (IoCC) in their
Hurricanes Harvey, Irma and Maria response. We will be creating “clean up
buckets” to assist those in need. ese
buckets will be used to help the IoCC
replenish their supply of buckets to respond as quickly and eﬀectively to areas
of need as they arise. Join us Friday,
January 12th at 6:30pm at St. Nicholas
Church for pizza and discussion about
this service project. Please RSVP to
Valarie Stamoulis at Valarie.stamoulis@gmail.com, 617-803-3798; or
Deb Sedares at dsedares@pinehills.com,
508-509-6678.

Holy Trini News
Each year Holy Trinity Nursing and
Rehab gives the orthodox community
the opportunity to provide Christmas
Gis for the facility’s residents. our
Parish is responsible for providing some
of these gis. You will be asked to purchase and wrap the gi, and bring it to
the Church on Sunday, December 17th.
Eleanor Sedares (508-753-3106) is coordinating this eﬀort for our parish and
can oﬀer suggestions if you need ideas
of what to get.
e St. Spyridon GOYA will be singing
Christmas Carols to the residents at
Holy Trinity in the main dining room
on Tuesday, December 12th at 6:30pm.
HOLY TRINITY has revamped its website. It’s packed with information in a
very attractive format. Check it out at:
www.htnr.net. And while you’re there,
take a look at the newly designed
Newsletter, by clicking on the “Monthly
Newsletter” button.
REMEMBER: Holy Trinity Nursing and
Rehabilitation Center is an orthodox
Charity and relies on your donations to
continue its mission of providing the
best care possible.

Namedays

A Prayer of Fr. Laurence
LET uS PRAY To THE LoRD,

G

lory to you, Lord Jesus
Chriﬆ, for allowing us to
love you. No one can adequately
describe the perfection of your
goodness, though your ineﬀable
love is evident throughout creation. In coming into our midst as
one of us, you did not consider it
below your divine dignity to take
on our ﬂesh, nor did you undo or
disturb the virginity of your
mother. In all that you have done
for us, whether before your birth
or aer, you draw us forever toward your divine goodness and
love. erefore, as we prepare to
celebrate your birthday, teach us,
once more, to perceive your goodness, to reﬂect on it at all times,
and to respond to it throughout
our lives, that it may be clear to all
the world that we are truly your
disciples.
For you are, indeed, our God,
and we give you glory, together
with your Father who is without
beginning, and your all-holy,
good, and life-giving Spirit: now
and forever, and unto ages of ages.
Amen.

December 4
e Great-martyr Barbara
and St. John of Damascus
Barbara Jean Grniet
December 6
St. Nicholas the Wonderworker
of Myra in Lychia
Metropolitan Nicolae
Rev. Nicholas Apostola
Nicole Soumela Apostola
Nicholas Belishta
Nicholas Charalambides
Robert A. Clem
Nicholas R. Demake
Nikolla Endriko
Nicholas Ermilio
Frank W. Ford
Nicholas John Johnson
Nicole Amelia Karadimitriou
Nicholas Mazanitis
Nicholas Peter Mentis
Nicolae Nace
Nicholas George Soter
Nicholas Tonna
Nicole Marta Trakadas
Nicholas Valoras
December 12
St. Spyridon the Wonderworker
of Tremithus
Spiro Kelly
Spiro Kelly, Jr.
Spiro Spyrou
December 15
e Hieromartyr Eleherios,
Bishop of Illyria
Lillian Chachi
December 17
e Holy Prophet Daniel
Dan Manescu
Dana Manescu
Dan Alexandru Nedelescu
Robert Daniel Salerno
Dana Tsoules

Set Free from our Bondage

T

his week’s Gospel lesson is the story
of how Jesus healed a woman who
had been crippled for eighteen years
(Luke 13:10-17). “She was bent over and
quite unable to stand straight.” (v. 11)
Today we would say that she very likely
had osteoporosis that led to curvature of
the spine. Many of us know people who
suﬀer in this way. ose of us who have
had occasion to visit people in a nursing
home have probably seen more than a
few women like this. (It is something
that aﬄicts women much more than
men.) ere was a woman in my neighborhood who was so bent over that it
was impossible when seeing her, not to
suﬀer with her. Needless to say, it is a debilitating illness, and this poor woman
had been suﬀering like this for eighteen
years.
is particular story is unique to
the Gospel of St. Luke, which is in keeping with his habit of highlighting for us
Jesus’ attention toward the poor and the
weak. Here, we are told, that while he
was preaching in a synagogue on the
Sabbath Jesus saw her and called her
over to him. She didn’t ask anything of
him, but rather He reached out to her.
From among all the people in the assembly, he noticed her and her suﬀering. He said to her, “Woman, you are set
free from your ailment” (v.12). Laying
his hand on her she stood up straight
and began praising God (v. 13).
He was immediately criticized by
the leader of the synagogue for having
broken the rules around work on the
Sabbath. Jesus is outraged at the
hypocrisy. He says, “Does not each of
you on the Sabbath untie his ox or his
donkey from the manger, and lead it
away to give it water?” (v. 15) ere were
intricate rules around what could or
could not be done on the Sabbath. In
one commentary on the Law, tying and

untying knots was strictly forbidden,
while in another certain kinds of knots
were exempt. Similarly, it was forbidden
to lead animals more than 2,000 yards
to water. Jesus is intimating that these
rules were regularly broken out of necessity. No one would not tie or untie a
rope or not water thirsty animals if their
well-being were at stake.
is is the power behind his point,
when he says: “ought not this woman,
a daughter of Abraham whom Satan
bound for eighteen long years, be set
free from this bondage on the Sabbath
day?” (v. 16) e congregants immediately understand the hypocrisy and the
lack of compassion that Jesus is decrying. I would also draw your attention to
a subtle point in this account. Jesus says
that Satan had bound this woman.
oen we think that illness is a punishment from God, or just a natural part of
life. e Lord calls this bondage, not
punishment. He certainly doesn’t see

this as natural. He wanted her healthy
and whole. Moveover, he wants us
healthy and whole.
It is perhaps not too much to see in
this crippled woman an image of humanity bound and held captive by the
Evil one. It brings to mind the old Latin
hymn that we sing at this time of year:
“o come, o come, Emmanuel,
And ransom captive Israel,
at mourns in lonely exile here,
until the Son of God appear.”
We should — each of us — prepare
for His coming. We should set aside
time for prayer and fasting, withdrawing
from the frenzied pace of life. We should
make room in our hearts to welcome
that young child who comes to us, in
order to free us, He who is the pre-eternal God.
Fr. Nichos Apoﬆo
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