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This Week’s News
QUESTIONS FOR SUNDAY SERMONS. Fr. Nick’s is continuing his
summer sermon series on the Divine
Liturgy. This Sunday he’ll be talking
about the next part of the Anaphora —
the prayers and hymns we offer asking
that God send his Holy Spirit upon us
and the Gifts (From the “Holy, Holy,
Holy” hymn to the Lord’s Prayer). If you
have any questions about the Liturgy —
why we do what we do — please write
them down and either hand them in or
e-mail them to: FrNick@StNicholas
Church.org.
THE FEAST OF THE DORMITION is
this coming Wednesday, August 15th.
Vespers for the Feast will be held on
Tuesday at 6:00 pm at St. Mary’s Assumption. Feastday Liturgy will be celebrated Wednesday at 9:00 am also at
St. Mary’s. Let us celebrate the Feastday together with our sister parish and
honor the Theotokos.
OUR NEXT MUSTARD SEED MEAL
is THIS Friday, August 17th. We’ll need
help cooking and serving. Prep help
needed (3 persons), Thursday. Prep help
needed (2 persons), noon Friday. Serving help needed (5 persons), 5:30pm Friday. Joanne Prizio and family are genGreeters Team 3:
Evans Tsoules and Tom Fitzpatrick
Coffee Hour Clean-up:
HELP NEEDED
PICK UP A CUP - LEND A HAND
All Altar Servers Invited

The Eleventh Sunday after Pentecost
Apostolic Reading: 1 Corinthians 9:2-12
Gospel: Matthew 18:23-35
(The Parable of the Ungrateful Servant)
Tone 2
Matins Gospel 11

erously donating the cost of this meal.
God bless them! If you’d like to help,
please talk to Fr. Nick.
VACATION CHURCH SCHOOL was
held this past week. It was a great time
for the children! Thanks go especially to
Valarie Stamoulis and Presvytera
Eleni Christakos for coordinating and
leading the retreat. There were a lot of
other people who helped, donated food
and supplies, were otherwise supportive. God bless all of them!

Holy Trinity News
EVERY BUILDING NEEDS TO BE
MAINTAINED. No doubt each of us
realizes that our homes need regular
maintenance. Holy Trinity is home for
around one hundred and thirteen people, and we are responsible for making
sure it not only looks its best, but also
operates at its best. After months of
planning and preparing, NEW BOILERS are being installed this week. Summer is time to repair and replace the
heating system, and the maintenance
staff is on top of it. Also, we’re starting

LOOKING FOR A 10’ X 10’ Pop-up
TENT for our booth at stART on the
Street, September 16th. If
you’ve got one we can use, talk
Dates to Remember
to Chris Toda or Betty Anderson.
Tues, Aug 14 Dormition Vespers, St. Mary’s 6:00 pm
Wed, Aug 15 Dormition Lit, St. Mary’s 9:00 am
THIS SUNDAY’S COFFEE
Fri, Aug 17 Mustard Seed Meal, 5 pm
HOUR is sponsored by FloThur, Aug 30 Pita Baking, 9 am - noon
rentina Rus.
Sat, Sept 1 Staff Orthodox Food Pantry, 9am-noon
Sat, Sept 15 e-Recycling, 9 am-2 pm
Sun, Sept 16 stART on Street booth
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the long process of “beautification.”
When you visit you will notice hallways
and resident rooms being painted and
redecorated. If you like what you see,
please consider a donation to help underwrite it. Improvements small and
large help improve the experience and
lives of our loved ones who live at Holy
Trinity.
HEALTH CARE IS COMPLICATED.
We need to make ourselves aware of the
in’s and out’s of the system. Did you realize that most emergency room visits
occur during the warmer months of
the year? Heat can be a greater problem
than even extreme cold. We all try not
to think about the difficulties of aging,
but it’s a reality that we face especially
with those we love. The fact is that at
least 70% of people over 65 will need
long-term care services and support at
some point in their lives. This is the
reason why our Church established
Holy Trinity, as a place where people
could receive the kind of care they need
and deserve.
DIVINE LITURGY is celebrated every
Wednesday morning at 9:30am. And
please always keep Holy Trinity Nursing
Home, it’s staff, directors, residents, and
families in your payers. And remember:
you can always visit!
NEVER FORGET: Holy Trinity Nursing
and Rehabilitation Center is an Ortho-

August
Liturgical Cycle
Dormition Fast Period (Aug 1-15)
 Dormition Vespers at St.
Mary’s, Worcester, Tuesday, August 14, 6:00 pm
 Divine Liturgy at St. Mary’s
Worcester, Wednesday, August
15, 9:00 am

dox Charity and relies on your donations to continue its mission of providing the best care possible.

A Prayer of Fr. Laurence
LET US PRAY TO THE LORD,
our works are manifold
indeed, O Lord, for in wisdom you wrought them all! Yet, your
incomparable power and brilliant
wisdom are nowhere so manifest as
in the woman whom you chose to be
the mother of your Son. As we celebrate her passing from this earthly
life, we give you thanks for her readiness to accept your will, for she received your word with faith and kept
it. Give us, also, such a readiness to
perceive your will and fulfill it, that
we may enjoy a glory like hers.
For you deserve all glory, honor,
and worship, Father, Son, and Holy
Spirit: now and forever, and unto
ages of ages. Amen.

Y

Namedays
August 8
The Holy New Martyr
Triandaphyllos
Rose Armida Salerno
August 15
The Falling Asleep of the
Most Holy Theotokos
Maria Blanchard
Mary Cocaine
Maria Dumitriu
Monika Maria Durmillari
Maria Kalpidou
Maria Prelipcean
Nancy Maria Tsongalis
Marietta Zaruha

Forgive Us Our Debts …
his week’s Gospel lesson is
about sin, repentance, and forgiveness. The reading itself is the
Parable of the Unforgiving Servant
(Matthew 18:23-35), but we will get
a better understanding of the parable if we place it in its context. Jesus
is instructing his disciples on the
nature of sin and how to respond
when someone sins against us; the
nature of repentance, and how we
should cultivate it both in ourselves
and in others. In the verses just before we hear this parable, Jesus talks
to them about ways in which the
community should correct a
“brother” who has gone astray (cf.
Matthew 18:15-20). He says that first
the one who has been sinned
against should speak to the person
privately. If he listens, then, God be
praised, he has been saved. But, if he
doesn’t listen then he should take one or
two others to help reason with him. Finally, if he still doesn’t listen, it should
be presented before the whole Church.
Once you’ve done all this, and if he still
doesn’t repent, then, and only then,
should he be treated as an outsider, a
non-believer.
Peter wants to explore just how
many times one should forgive someone
who has sinned. So he asks Jesus: “Lord,
how often shall my brother sin against
me, and I forgive him?” (v. 21) Peter
thinks he is being generous by suggesting that seven times is enough. But Jesus
says, not seven, “but seventy times
seven” (v. 22), which of course means
without limit. It was at this point that
Jesus decides to illustrate the principles
he’s trying to teach in the form of a
parable. This parable is the Gospel lesson for this eleventh Sunday after Pentecost.
Jesus says the kingdom of heaven is
like a king who wants to settle accounts
with his servants. He finds that one of
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his servants owes him ten thousand talents (an astronomical amount of
money). The king summons him and
when he finds out the servant cannot
pay, he threatens to sell him along with
his wife and children into slavery, and
take everything that he owns in order to
pay the debt. The servant falls down at
his feet and begs him to simply give him
time to find a way to pay the amount.
The king takes pity on him and in an
amazing act of generosity, forgives him
the whole amount.
Fresh from this experience the servant comes upon a fellow servant, a coworker, who happens to owe him one
hundred denarii (a paltry sum). He
grabs the man by the throat and demands that he pay the money. Using the
same words this servant himself had
used to plead with the king, the unlucky
fellow asks for time to pay the debt. The
man refuses and has him thrown into
prison until he pays the debt. When the
other servants find out what happened
they reported it to the king. In a rage the
king withdraws his generosity and or-

ders this wicked servant to be tortured until he pay the whole
amount of his debt.
Jesus is using the parable to illustrate a deeper spiritual truth.
Money is a metaphor for sin. The
king is God and we are the debtor.
More often than not we give little
regard to what we “owe” God, but
are very quick to remember the minuscule “sum” other people owe us.
Put differently, the minor offenses
that we may suffer from our brothers and sisters cannot compare with
the enormity of our sin before God.
He, like the king, is not only ready
to give us time to repent, but if we
ask and repent from the depth of
our hearts, He will forgive everything.
What does He expect of us in
return? To learn compassion. To understand and appreciate His example. To
treat others as He treats us.
When we call to mind and reflect
on God’s generosity toward us, it becomes easier to be generous toward others. Feeling the burden lifted off our
shoulders, we can be empathetic toward
our brothers and sisters who suffer
under the same burden of sin.
This is the meaning of those words
in the Lord’s Prayer: “Forgive us our
debts (trespasses), as we forgive our
debtors (those who trespass against us).”
We become able to forgive because we
know and experience God’s forgiveness.
Our debts will be forgiven us, insofar as
we forgive the debts owed us. This is not
only a great mystery, it is also a universal
truth; an ever-present truth.
God calls us to be His children. He
offers us examples to follow. He shares
eternal love and life with us if we choose
to open our hearts to His call.
Fr. Nicholas Apostola

Vacation Church School — 2018
This past Monday through
Wednesday, August 6th, 7th, and
8th, our St. Nicholas Parish, together with the Sts. Anagyroi
Parish in Marlborough sponsored
the 2018 Vacation Church
School. The young people from
our parishes spent three days
learning about the life of the
Theotokos. They sang songs and
hymns, made crafts, and also had
a little fun. All in all, a great
three days was had by everyone!

