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This Week’s News
QUESTIONS FOR SUNDAY SERMONS. Fr. Nick’s is continuing his
summer sermon series on the Divine
Liturgy. This Sunday he’ll be talking
about the next part of the Anaphora —
from just before the Lord’s Prayer to the
reception of Communion. If you have
any questions about the Liturgy — why
we do what we do — please give them
to or e-mail: FrNick@StNicholas
Church.org.
A PITA BAKING session, is planned
for Thursday, August 30th, 9:00 am to
noon. Please mark your calendars.
Questions? talk to Chris Toda, 508-8326271. Also, let her know if you’ll be coming. Remember: There’s a job for
everyone!
LOOKING FOR A 10’ X 10’ Pop-up
TENT for our booth at stART on the
Street, September 16th. If you’ve got one
we can use, talk to Chris Toda or Betty
Anderson.
THANKS TO THE MUSTARD SEED
VOLUNTEERS! Those who cooked and
those who served the meal this past Friday! The Mustard Seed is a Catholic
Worker home providing dinner to
about 150 people in need each day. Our
Greeters Team 4:
Dimitri Saffron and Sean Fahey
Coffee Hour Clean-up:
HELP NEEDED
PICK UP A CUP - LEND A HAND
All Altar Servers Invited

The Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost
Apostolic Reading: 1 Corinthians 15:1-11
Gospel: Matthew 19:16-26
(The Rich Young Man)
Tone 3
Matins Gospel: 1

next scheduled meal is October 19th.
Contact Fr. Nick if you’d like to help
prepare the meals or underwrite the
costs.
TODAY WE ARE CELEBRATING A 3YEAR MEMORIAL for the servant of
God George Soter.
THIS SUNDAY’S COFFEE HOUR is
sponsored by the Soter family in
George’s memory. May our loving Lord
rest his soul with the just!

Parish Festivals

tember 8-9. More information: schwebster.org
HOLY TRINITY, FITCHBURG is
holding their Annual Greek Festival,
Friday-Saturday, September 14-15. For
more information: www.holytrinity.
ma.goarch.org

Holy Trinity News
HOLY TRINITY MARKED THE 24TH
ANNIVERSARY OF ITS OPENING
THIS PAST WEDNESDAY. On August
15, 1994, Holy Trinity was granted permission to admit the first six residents
to our new Nursing and Rehab Center.
The fact that it was the Feast of the

STS. ANARGYROI PARISH IN MARLBOROUGH will be holding its annual
Greek Festival, Labor Day
weekend (Saturday through
Dates to Remember
Monday, Sept 1-3). For more
information: http://stsanargyFri, Aug 17 Mustard Seed Meal, 5 pm
roi.org/greek-festival-2018.
Thurs, Aug 30 Pita Baking, 9 am - noon
STS CONSTANTINE &
HELEN IN WEBSTER, will be
holding its annual Greek Festival, Saturday-Sunday, Sep-

Sat, Sept 1 Staff Orthodox Food Pantry, 9am-noon
Sat, Sept 15 e-Recycling, 9 am-2 pm
Sun, Sept 16 stART on Street booth
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Theotokos' Dormition made this event
even more special. Whenever we encountered bumps and potholes on road,
it was to her that we turned in prayer for
help. It is a profound sign that our Lord
chose this day dedicated to His Mother's
falling-asleep to realize this promise.

Namedays

IN HONOR OF THE 24TH ANNIVERSARY, a third summer COOKOUT
will be held on Thursday, August 23,
2018 at 11:30am. More good food and
entertainment by Rusty Guertin, guitarist. We'll also take a moment to celebrate and reflect on Holy Trinity’s mission, then and now. If you missed our
first two Cookouts be sure to attend this
one. Everyone is invited! If you would
like to attend, just let us know by leaving
your name with our receptionist at the
front desk.

A Prayer of Fr. Laurence
A KIND WORD OF THANKS IS ALWAYS A BLESSING. This past week
one of our residents who was being discharged from Holy Trinity after a very
lengthy stay, said to our staff: “I must say
you saved my life and I am very grateful.
Thank you very much. God Bless.” We
pray that God bless him with continued
good health and long life.
DIVINE LITURGY is celebrated every
Wednesday morning at 9:30am. And
please always keep Holy Trinity Nursing
Home, it’s staff, directors, residents, and
families in your payers. And remember:
you can always visit!
NEVER FORGET: Holy Trinity Nursing
and Rehabilitation Center is an Orthodox Charity and relies on your donations to continue its mission of providing the best care possible.

LET US PRAY TO THE LORD,

O

eternal Father, we bless
your only Son, our Lord Jesus
Christ, the splendor that shines forth
from your very being. In the fulness
of time, he came into this world, taking flesh of the holy virgin, that
unique and blessed daughter of the
house of David. As we celebrate her
falling asleep, we beseech you to let
the brilliance of your Son shine forth
in our hearts, so that we may honor
her during this festival as she deserves, in spirit joining his disciples
who came from all over the world to
assist at her deathbed.
By the grace and mercy and love
for us of your only Son, with whom
you are blest, together with your allholy, good, and life-giving Spirit:
now and forever, and unto ages of
ages. Amen.

August 15
The Falling Asleep of the
Most Holy Theotokos
Maria Blanchard
Mary Cocaine
Maria Dumitriu
Monika Maria Durmillari
Maria Kalpidou
Maria Prelipcean
Nancy Maria Tsongalis
Marietta Zaruha
August 26
The Holy Martyrs
Adrian and Natalia at Nicomedia
Natalia Dimitra Karadimitriou
Natasha Zhaka
August 29
St. Theodora of Thessalonika
Gina Theodora Trakadas
August 30
St. Alexander,
Patriarch of Constantinople
Alexander Charalambides
Emilia Alexandra Galeriu
Dr. Alexander Gouvelis
Alexandra Mazanitis
Alexandru Nace
Conner Alexander Polymeros
Alexanna Soter
Alexander James Trakadas

Only One Is Good

W

hen my children were small I
would play a little game with
them. Whenever they would tell me that
they were being “good,” I would quip
back, “Only one is good.” At first I
would get a confused look from them.
Over time, when they began to understand the Gospel reference, I would get
that special groan that children reserve
for their parents. They knew I was teasing them, and enjoying it. They also
knew that I was trying to teach them
something, and they perhaps were not
enjoying it.
This week’s Gospel lesson is the
story of the Rich Young Man (Matthew
19:16-26) who comes to Jesus asking:
“Teacher, what good deed must I do to
have eternal life?” (v. 16) Jesus responds
by asking: “Why do you ask me about
what is good? There is only one who is
good” (v. 17). This phrase sets the terms
of the conversation between them. The
young man comes to Jesus seeking
knowledge about eternal life. Jesus gives
him the answer he is not prepared to
hear.
Some of the early Biblical commentators seemed to suggest that the young
man might have been coming to test
Jesus with the question, as had the
Scribes, the Pharisees and the Lawyers.
But St. John Chrysostom, reflecting on
the character of this person, says that if
he were coming to tempt Jesus he would
not have left grieving over what he had
heard. He had not come with an evil
heart, but rather one that was too feeble.
He did indeed desire life, but realized he
was held captive by another stronger desire, that of his comfortable life.
Let’s go back to the beginning of the
story. The young man comes to Jesus
asking what good deed he must do. He
comes to him not understanding who
Jesus really is but thinking him to be a

“teacher.” He came for advice, albeit, spiritual advice,
about the path to eternal life.
Jesus answers him in a
way that compels him to reexamine and contemplate
the question he had just
asked. Jesus draws the man’s
attention to the premise of
the question. “Why do you
ask me about what is good?
There is only one who is
good,” he says to him. The
young man thinks he is
close to the path. Perhaps he
is, but too often we judge
ourselves against other people and think, “we’re not that
bad,” or perhaps, in comparison to them, even “good.”
Jesus draws our attention to
a different comparison, not
with other people, but with God Himself.
Jesus tells him to obey the Commandments. The young man tells him
that he’s followed them from his youth.
St. Mark in his account then adds this
powerful detail. He says: “Jesus, looking
at him, loved him and said, ‘You lack
one thing; go, sell what you own, and
give the money to the poor, and you will
have treasure in heaven; then come, follow me’ ” (Mark 10:21).
The young man was devastated. He
had come to Jesus thinking he was close
to perfection, and Jesus, like a skillful
physician, diagnoses the illness and with
love prescribes the remedy. Only this
remedy was too much for the young
man. He was held captive by his passion
for the things of this world, and he knew
it.
Today’s world thinks of things spiritual as “self-help guides.” The personal
world of the young man is not so differ-

ent than ours in this regard. He’s asking
the same question: what’s the formula
for eternal life? He wants a quick fix;
something he can do or buy. Jesus
quickly disabuses him of this possibility.
Salvation comes not from the deed, but
from a change of heart. Without a doubt
you will be a differently acting person
once you repent, but the deed, without
a changed heart, will not save.
Too many people in our world
think that they are good, or perhaps
worse, do not even ponder the question.
Our Lord draws us heavenward to the
Author of Good, the Father of lights (cf
James 1:17). Like this young man we
often ask ourselves (and, as an afterthought, God), “What good deed must
I do to inherit eternal life?” But are we
prepared for the answer God will give
us? More importantly, will we be
grieved when we hear the answer?
Fr. Nicholas Apostola

Vacation Church School — 2018
This past Monday through
Wednesday, August 6th, 7th, and
8th, our St. Nicholas Parish, together with the Sts. Anagyroi
Parish in Marlborough sponsored
the 2018 Vacation Church
School. The young people from
our parishes spent three days
learning about the life of the
Theotokos. They sang songs and
hymns, made crafts, and also had
a little fun. All in all, a great
three days was had by everyone!

