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This Week’s News
THE FEAST OF THE DORMITION of
the Theotokos is this Thursday. It is the
patronal Feast of our sister parish of St.
Mary. We will celebrate with them:
Great Vespers at 6:00PM on Wednesday
and Divine Liturgy at 8:00AM on Thursday.
OUR NEXT MUSTARD SEED MEAL is
this coming Friday, August 16th. We’ll
need help cooking and serving. Prep
help needed (3 persons), NOON Thursday. Prep help needed (2 persons), 1PM
Friday. Serving help needed (5 persons),
5:30PM Friday. If you’d like to help,
please talk to Fr. Nick.
AN ELECTRONICS/WHITE GOODS,
ETC. RECYCLING day is set for Saturday, August 17th. This is an opportunity
for our parish to help our local community while helping the environment. If
you’re able and willing to help, please
speak with Gerry Belba.
THE VACATION CHURCH SCHOOL
was held this past week and it was a
wonderful experience for both kids and
adults. The overall theme was the
“Armor of God.” It was a cooperative
project with our sister parish of Sts
Anargyroi in Marlborough. All tolled
there were over 30 children participatGreeters Team 2:
Dan Manescu and Chris Seith
Coffee Hour Clean-up:
HELP NEEDED
PICK UP A CUP - LEND A HAND
All Altar Servers Invited

The Eighth Sunday after Pentecost
Apostolic Reading: 1 Corinthians 1:10-17
Gospel: Matthew 14:14-22
(Jesus Feeds the Five Thousand)
Tone 7
Matins Gospel 8

ing. Presvytera Eleni Christakos and
Valarie Stamoulis headed up the effort
with help by people from both our
parishes. When you see them, give them
a word of thanks. These are important
events that kids remember forever!

cese of Italy through His Grace Bishop
Siluan, and Fr. Daniel Ene. Fr. Nicolae
Simion of Wakefield is sculpting this
wood-carved Icon stand which we hope
to be ready for the Feastday. The cost is
$3,000 and we are asking for donations
to cover the cost. If you have any questions, and/or would like to donate toward it, speak with Fr. Nick or Tim.

GOT A QUESTION? Fr. Nick is looking
for Summer Sermon Topics. Perhaps
you’ve wondered what a particular practice or prayer means? Or how it devel- COFFEE HOUR THIS SUNDAY is
oped? There’s no question too small. If sponsored by the Lolo Family in memyou’ve been wondering, be assured oth- ory of their father, Dimitraq Lolo, fallen
ers have as well. Send your
questions or ideas along to
Dates to Remember
FrNick@StNiat:
him
cholasChurch.org, or write it
Aug 1-15 Dormition Fast
down and give it to him on
Tues, Aug 13 Supplication Service, 6:30 pm
Sunday.
Wed, Aug 14 Dormition Vespers, St. Mary’s 6:00 pm
Thurs, Aug 15 Dormition Lit, St. Mary’s - 8:00 am
WE’VE COMMISSIONED A
Fri, Aug 16 Mustard Seed Meal, 5 pm
PROSKINITARION for the
Sat, Sept 7 Staff Food Pantry, 9am-noon
Relics and Icon of St. Nicholas
December 7-8 70th Anniversary celebration
that our parish received from
the Romanian Orthodox Dio-
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asleep one and a half years. May his
memory be eternal.

Community News
STS. ANARGYROI in Marlborough
will be holding their annual Festival,
Labor Day weekend: Aug 31-Sept 2. For
more information check their website:
http://stsanargyroi.org/.

Holy Trinity News
THE LATEST ISSUE of the Holy Trinity
Times is available at www.htnr.net.
Holy Trinity provides a comprehensive
rehabilitation program of Physical, Occupational and Speech/Language Therapies. Call 508-852-1000 for more information.
We will have Board Member Elections
in September, if anyone is interested in
serving on the Board of Holy Trinity
please contact Carol Fotos at
carol.fotos.47@gmail.com
DIVINE LITURGY is celebrated every
Wednesday morning at 9:30am. And
please always keep Holy Trinity Nursing
Home, it’s staff, directors, residents, and
families in your prayers.

Namedays
August 8
The Holy New
Martyr Triandaphyllos
Rose Armida Salerno
August 15
The Falling Asleep of the
Most Holy Theotokos
Maria Blanchard
Mary Cocaine
Maria Dumitriu
Monika Maria Durmillari
Maria Kalpidou
Maria Prelipcean
Nancy Maria Tsongalis
Marietta Zaruha

August
Lenten Services

A Prayer of Fr. Laurence
LET US PRAY TO THE LORD,

our works are manifold indeed, O Lord,

Dormition Fast Period (Aug 1-15)

Y

 Supplication Service to the
Theotokos at St. Nick’s, Tuesday,
August 13, 6:30 pm
 Dormition Vespers — St. Mary’s,
Wednesday, August 14, 6:00 pm
 Divine Liturgy at St. St. Mary’s,
Thursday, August 15, 8:00 am

for in wisdom you wrought them all!
Yet, your incomparable power and
brilliant wisdom are nowhere so
manifest as in the woman whom you
chose to be the mother of your Son.
As we gather here this evening to celebrate her passing from this earthly
life, we give you thanks for her readiness to accept your will, for she received your word with faith and kept
it. Give us, also, such a readiness to
perceive your will and fulfill it, that
we may enjoy a glory like hers.
For you deserve all glory, honor, and
worship, Father, Son, and Holy
Spirit: now and forever, and unto
ages of ages. Amen.

T

his is the eighth Sunday after Pentecost, and we begin reading from
St. Paul’s First Letter to the Corinthians.
Corinth is a city located on the southern
end of a narrow isthmus that connects
the Peloponnesus to central Greece. It
has easy access to both the Adriatic on
the west and the Aegean on the east. It
was a major city in the Ancient world
because of its location. In St. Paul’s day
it had a cosmopolitan population; people from all over the Roman Empire
were drawn to it.
In the Roman world, Corinth had a
reputation for debauchery and licentiousness; when you said that someone
was “living like a Corinthian,” it meant
that they were living a rather dissolute
life. It was a vibrant city, very much like
many of our own cities today; a place of
ideas and opportunities, as well as great
temptations.
St. Paul founded the Church in
Corinth in 51 AD, and when he departed
after eighteen months, he left behind a
flourishing community of Jewish and
Gentile converts. While in Ephesus he
received reports from Chloe’s family of
dissensions and scandals in the community. In this Letter he also takes up a
number of questions addressed to him
by members of the community sent in a
different letter delivered by other messengers.
Our reading today is 1 Corinthians
1:10-17. After a short introduction, St.
Paul quickly addresses his major concern. He starts out gently, not with an
accusation, but with a request. “I appeal
to you, brethren, by the name of our
Lord Jesus Christ, that all of you agree
and that there be no dissensions among
you, but that you be united in the same
mind and the same judgment” (v. 10).
He appeals to them not in his name, but
in Christ’s, in order to get them to focus
on the fundamentals of the issue. He
wants to emphasize that those who believe in Christ need to remain united in
Him. St. Paul uses a strong word here;
the word translated as “dissensions” in

Is Christ Divided?
the original Greek is “schisms.” It
sounded even stronger to the Corinthians than it does to us. He wanted them
to appreciate that they were ripping the
fabric of the Church into pieces.
Then he tells them what unity in
Christ should look like: “the same mind
and the same judgment.” Agreement
formulated in only words is not the
same as harmony of sentiment. Agreeing to a common definition of faith is
not the same as being joined together in
love. He tells the Corinthians to be of
the same mind and judgment, not to
think that true unity can be accomplished by negotiating an accord.
St. Paul tells them what he has heard
and identifies his source without singling out an individual (“reported to me
by Chloe’s people”). He wants to bolster
his argument without creating further
recriminations and divisions. The
charge is that factions have emerged in
the Corinthian Church. “Each one of
you says, ‘I belong to Paul,’ or ‘I belong
to Apollos,’ or ‘I belong to Cephas,’ or ‘I
belong to Christ’” (v. 12).
He doesn’t want to inflate his own
importance so he starts with himself
and then mentions the other Apostles:
Apollos (cf. Acts 18:24) and Cephas
(Peter). He ends with Christ, but it is
doubtful that there was actually a
“Christ” party. Rather, he adds this to
emphasize the scandal of their division.
He drives home the point: “Is Christ
divided? Was Paul crucified for you? Or
were you baptized in the name of Paul?”
(v. 13) Factionalism based around attraction to any single person’s teaching is a
kind of idolatry. Paul is highlighting the
danger of this sort of behavior by reminding them of the basics. Who died
for you? In whose name were you baptized?
There is no evidence whatsoever
that either Apollos or Peter had any responsibility for the creation or encouragement of these factions (cf. 1
Corinthians 16:24). They were the cre-

ation of individuals within the community itself.
He mentions that in reality he baptized very few people in Corinth (v. 1416) ending with this: “For Christ did not
send me to baptize but to preach the
gospel, and not with eloquent wisdom,
lest the cross of Christ be emptied of its
power” (v. 17). He does not mean to diminish the great Mystery that is Baptism, but rather he wants to shame them
into remembering in whose name they
were baptized. It is the saving power of
Christ’s sacrifice that should be our
focus. The person who baptizes or
preaches is the minister of this Mystery.
They do not (or should not) be baptizing and preaching in their own name.
In our time we are not very far from
the problems of the Corinthian Church.
Factionalism and schism can and does
plague our local parish communities as
well as the whole Church. These divisions usually begin when we lose our
focus on the Gospel; when we allow
some person or some idea to supplant
the centrality of Christ’s sacrifice on the
Cross.
Since the end of the Second World
War many of the Christian Churches
have been engaged in the difficult conversation of how to heal the division
among those who call Jesus Lord and
Savior. While many issues have been resolved in writing, finding the “same
mind and same judgment” has been
much more elusive. Tragically, other
newer issues have presented themselves
to cause more and even deeper divisions.
Within our own Church and communities, self-righteousness and selfcenteredness often disrupts the harmony of Christ’s Body.
Each of us must learn to focus our
love on Christ alone; to leave the vanities of our egos. We, like Paul, “need to
know nothing … except Jesus Christ,
and him crucified” (1 Corinthian 2:2).
Fr. Nicholas Apostola

Vacation Church School
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