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This Week’s News
PITA BAKING is starting up! We’ve
schedule a session for Thursday, August
29th, 9:00 am. All help welcome. Questions? See Chris Toda.
THANKS TO THE MUSTARD SEED
VOLUNTEERS! Those who cooked and
those who served the meal this past Friday! The Mustard Seed is a Catholic
Worker home providing dinner to about
150 people in need each day. We want to
thank Simona and Philip Mills who
covered costs for this month’s meal!
God bless the volunteers and the sponsors! Our next scheduled meal is October 18th. Contact Fr. Nick if you’d like
to help prepare the meals or underwrite
the costs.
THANKS TO THOSE WHO HELPED
WITH THE ELECTRONICS/WHITE
GOODS, ETC. RECYCLING event yesterday. The team coordinated by Gerry
Belba, and included: George Belba,
and Chris Seith. Thank you!
WE’VE
COMMISSIONED
A
PROSKINITARION for the Relics and
Icon of St. Nicholas that our parish received from the Romanian Orthodox
Diocese of Italy through His Grace
Bishop Siluan, and Fr. Daniel Ene. Fr.
Nicolae Simion of Wakefield is sculptGreeters Team 3:
Sean Fahey and Margarite Landry
Coffee Hour Clean-up:
HELP NEEDED
PICK UP A CUP - LEND A HAND
All Altar Servers Invited

The Ninth Sunday after Pentecost
Apostolic Reading: 1 Corinthians 3:9-17
Gospel: Matthew 14:22-34
(Jesus Walks on the Sea and Calms the Storm)
Tone 8
Matins Gospel 9

ing this wood-carved Icon stand which
we hope to be ready for the Feastday.
The cost is $3,000 and we are asking for
donations to cover the cost. If you have
any questions, and/or would like to donate toward it, speak with Fr. Nick or
Tim.
WE CELEBRATE TWO MEMORIALS
THIS SUNDAY.
 Lambi & Meropi Saro Belba;
 Marjeta Kristo (daughter of Dimitraq and Vasilika Lolo), one and a half
years. May our loving Lord
rest them with the just!

COFFEE HOUR THIS SUNDAY is sponsored by:
• The Belba family in memory
of their parents Lambi and
Meropi;
• The Kristo and Lolo families
in memory of Marjeta Kristo.

Community News
STS. ANARGYROI in Marlborough will
be holding their annual Festival, Labor
Day weekend: Aug 31-Sept 2. For more
information

check

their

http://stsanargyroi.org/.

Dates to Remember

Fri, Aug 16 Mustard Seed Meal, 5 pm
Sat, Aug 17 e-Recycling, 9 am-2 pm
Thurs, Aug 29 Beheading of John the Baptist
Strict Fast Day
Also, Pita Baking
Sat, Sept 7 Staff Food Pantry, 9am-noon
December 7-8 70th Anniversary celebration

May their memory be eternal.
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With reverence and many lights,
and chanting burial hymns, the Apostles took up that God-receiving body
and brought it to the sepulchre, while
the Angels from Heaven chanted with
them, and sent forth her who is higher
than the Cherubim. But one Jew, moved
by malice, audaciously stretched forth

A Prayer of Fr. Laurence
LET US PRAY TO THE LORD,
lessed are you, Lord God of
tenderness and mercy, for the
gift of this new day and for bringing
to us the fulness of grace in the person of your only Son, our Lord Jesus
Christ. These days fill us with special
joy and confidence because of the
Theotokos, whose dormition we celebrate. As we set out, once again, to
work out our salvation with the help
of your Christ, give us all we need to
serve you in our brothers and sisters,
not only during this coming day, but
throughout our lives. And let the
holy virgin’s prayers for us be a
pledge of our eternal salvation.

B
oncerning the Dormition of
the Theotokos, this is what the
Church has received from ancient times
from the tradition of the Fathers. When
the time drew nigh that our Savior was
well-pleased to take His Mother to
Himself, He declared unto her through
an Angel that three days hence, He
would translate her from this temporal
life to eternity and bliss. On hearing
this, she went up with haste to the
Mount of Olives, where she prayed continuously. Giving thanks to God, she returned to her house and prepared whatever was necessary for her burial. While
these things were taking place, clouds
caught up the Apostles from the ends of
the earth, where each one happened to
be preaching, and brought them at once
to the house of the Mother of God, who
informed them of the cause of their
sudden gathering. As a mother, she consoled them in their affliction as was
meet, and then raised her hands to
Heaven and prayed for the peace of the
world. She blessed the Apostles, and, reclining upon her bed with seemliness,
gave up her all-holy spirit into the hands
of her Son and God.

C

For you deserve all glory, honor, and
worship, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit:
now and forever, and unto ages of
ages. Amen.

Namedays
August 15
The Falling Asleep of the
Most Holy Theotokos
Maria Blanchard
Mary Cocaine
Maria Dumitriu
Monika Maria Durmillari
Maria Kalpidou
Maria Prelipcean
Nancy Maria Tsongalis
Marietta Zaruha

his hand upon the bed and immediately
received from divine judgment the
wages of his audacity. Those daring
hands were severed by an invisible blow.
But when he repented and asked forgiveness, his hands were restored. When
they had reached the place called Gethsemane, they buried there with honor
the all-immaculate body of the
Theotokos, which was the source of Life.
But on the third day after the burial,
when they were eating together, and
raised up the artos (bread) in Jesus'
Name, as was their custom, the
Theotokos appeared in the air, saying
"Rejoice" to them. From this they
learned concerning the bodily translation of the Theotokos into the Heavens.
These things has the Church received from the traditions of the Fathers, who have composed many hymns
out of reverence, to the glory of the
Mother of our God.

Holy Trinity News
HOLY TRINITY’S 25TH ANNIVERSARY Dinner Dance has been postponed until the Fall. Details on the new
date, time, and place will follow.
THE LATEST ISSUE of the Holy Trinity
Times is available at www.htnr.net.
Holy Trinity provides a comprehensive
rehabilitation program of Physical, Occupational and Speech/Language Therapies. Call 508-852-1000 for more information.
We will have Board Member Elections
in September, if interested in serving on
the Board of Holy Trinity please contact
Carol
Fotos
at
carol.fotos.47
@gmail.com
DIVINE LITURGY is celebrated every
Wednesday morning at 9:30am. And
please always keep Holy Trinity Nursing
Home, it’s staff, directors, residents, and
families in your prayers.

You Are God’s Temple

T

his is the ninth Sunday after Pentecost, and we continue reading from
St. Paul’s First Letter to the Corinthians.
This week the selected verses are 3:9-17.
St. Paul is dealing with reports of scandal and division (including some immoral behavior) within the Corinthian
Church. In last week’s reading we listened to him directly address the attitudes that were fostering factionalism.
In the subsequent verses (v. 1:18-3:5) he
severely reprimands them for their
childish behavior. He knows that they
see themselves as “spiritually mature”
because some in the community have
been graced with the charismatic gifts
of the Spirit. Yet he (Paul) sees them as
spiritually immature, even as children.
He says, “I could not speak to you
as spiritual people, but rather as people
of the flesh, as infants in Christ. I fed
you with milk, not solid food, for you
were not ready for solid food. Even now
you are still not ready, for you are still of
the flesh. For as long as there is jealousy
and quarreling among you, are you not
of the flesh, and behaving according to
human inclinations?” (v. 3:1-3) He uses
two metaphors to help them understand
the path to spiritual growth. The first is
an agricultural image: Paul plants, Apollos waters, and God gives the growth (cf.
3:6). The second is the image of constructing a building. This is where
today’s reading begins, as St. Paul moves
from the first metaphor to the second.
In order to soften the edge of his rebuke, St. Paul invites the Corinthians to
see the spiritual project of the Church as
a building on which we all work collaboratively, as God’s servants, and according to our talents and the grace given us.
He says: “According to the grace of God
given to me, like a skilled master builder
I laid a foundation, and someone else is
building on it. Each builder must
choose with care how to build on it. For
no one can lay any foundation other
than the one that has been laid; that
foundation is Jesus Christ” (v. 3:10-11).

Paul is saying three things here:
First, as Apostle and founder of the
community—the master builder—he
provided them with the spiritual foundation on which to build. Second, this
foundation not only provides support
for the building to be built upon it, but
also determines its shape and parameters. And three, the foundation for the
Church is Christ Himself; one must be
wary if something or someone else is
being preached.
He continues, “Now if anyone
builds on the foundation with gold, silver, precious stones, wood, hay, straw—
the work of each builder will become
visible, for the Day will disclose it, because it will be revealed with fire, and
the fire will test what sort of work each
has done” (v. 12-13). There are two possible interpretations as to whom St. Paul
might be referring. The “anyone” in
verse 12 could refer to other preachers
or ministers; people charged with building up the community through teaching
and example. Or, he could be referring
to us, the members of the Church. St.
John Chrysostom leans toward the second understanding.
St. John Chrysostom says that
clearly Paul is not speaking of a physical
building, because people do not use
gold, silver and precious stones for this
purpose. Rather these “building materials” represent the quality of our actions.
The ways in which we internalize and
then incorporate the Gospel reflected
through our deeds and habits become
like spiritual gold or wood or straw. Our
works will become visible on the Day,
that is, the Day of the Lord, when He
comes in judgment. Everything will be
revealed—tested—by fire.
Fire has this quality: it can either
consume or it can purify. Materials such
as wood, hay and straw are consumed,
leaving only blackened ash. Gold and
silver, on the other hand, are purified
and made more brilliant.
And so, “If what has been built on

the foundation survives, the builder will
receive a reward. If the work is burned
up, the builder will suffer loss; the
builder will be saved, but only as
through fire” (v. 14-15). For the person
whose works are like precious metals
and stones, the fire on the Day of Judgment is a refining fire. For the person
whose works cannot withstand the fires
of judgment, they will escape with their
lives, but with nothing to show for it.
Like someone standing on the street
watching all of their life’s work and
memories being reduced to smoldering
ash, so will it be for us if we are not willing and ready to put into practice the
Good News that we’ve heard.
This is the heart of St. Paul’s argument: “Do you not know that you are
God’s temple and that God’s Spirit
dwells in you? If anyone destroys God’s
temple, God will destroy that person.
For God’s temple is holy, and you are
that temple” (v. 16-17). We are the
“building” with which he is concerned.
We are God’s dwelling place. St. Paul
echoes the Lord’s words when he said:
“Those who love me will keep my word,
and my Father will love them, and we
will come to them and make our home
with them” (John 14:23).
By the way we live we either build
up or destroy God’s temple. Even in this
secular age people are still outraged
when a holy place—church, synagogue,
or mosque—is desecrated. To the
Corinthians these words were even
more powerful. Whether you were a
pagan or a Jew the desecration of a temple invited God’s wrath. This is St. Paul’s
admonishment for us: to remember that
we are responsible for keeping holy
God’s dwelling place, our very selves.
Fr. Nicholas Apostola
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