ST. NICHOLAS WEEKLY BULLETIN
Sunday November 20, 2022
The Twenty Sixth Sunday After Pentecost
Apostolic Reading: Ephesians 5: 8-19
Gospel: Luke 12: 16-21
Tone 6 • Resurrection Gospel 1

“The Parable of the Rich Fool”

"“Fasting, prayer, alms, and every other good Christian deed is good in
itself, but the purpose of the Christian life consists not only in the
fulfillment of one or another of them. The true purpose of our Christian life
is the acquisition of the Holy Spirit of God. But fasting, prayer, alms and
every good deed done for the sake of Christ is a means to the attainment of
the Holy Spirit. Note that only good deeds done for the sake of Christ bear

the fruit of the Holy Spirit. Everything else that is not done for the sake of
Christ, even if it is good, does not bring us a reward in the life to come, not
does it bring the grace of God in this life. This is why our Lord Jesus Christ
said, ‘Whoever gathereth not with me scattereth’ (Matt. 12:30).
+ St. Seraphim of Sarov
Reflection on the parable of Rich Fool
Beloved brothers and sisters in Christ,
At the beginning of the Nativity Lent, I invite you to reflect on how much we look like the “Rich
Fool” from the next Sunday Gospel. In the entire Bible, God called someone fool in two instances:
Luke 12:20 "But God said to him, Fool! Tonight your soul is required of you, and the things you
have prepared, whose will they be?"
Psalm 13:1 (14:1) “The fool says in his heart, "There is no God”
These two quotes are, as you can see, very closely related. Only someone that says “There is no
God” can behave as the rich fool from the Gospel. We find ourselves many times thinking like the rich
fool, planning, investing, earning and saving for a time that’s not ours. The rich fool doesn’t include God
in his thoughts. Imagine if he had thanked God for the abundance of the crops - that came from God
anyway - and if he would have given the excess to the poor! During this lent let’s think more about our
soul that it will be required of us one day, undoubtedly.
Let’s use this opportunity, the lent, to thank God for everything that we receive from Him, to fast,
to pray and give for His Glory, for the benefit of our soul and for the love of our neighbor. Amen!

The Entrance of the Theotokos
N0vember 21
Divine Liturgy

May your Thanksgiving be full of peace, love and joy!
ANNOUNCEMENTS
SAINT NICHOLAS - OUR PARISH FEAST DAY - We cordially invite you, clergy and faithful to
celebrate our Feast day! His Eminence Metropolitan Nicolae will be prime Celebrant.
- Saturday Dec 3 - 16:30 - Parish council meeting; 18:00 Great Vespers; 19:00 Fish dinner;
- Sunday Dec 4 - 9:00 Matins; 10:00 Divine Liturgy; 12:30 Feast day Luncheon.
- Monday Dec 5 - 18:00 Vespers;
- Tuesday Dec 6 - 9:30 Akatist; 10:00 Divine Liturgy
FUNDRAISING LUNCHEON AT ST. NICHOLAS – I would like to thank you all for your donation,
cooking, serving, and cleaning at the last sunday luncheon. May God bless you all!
OUR METROPOLIA CATECHETICAL PROGRAM OF THIS LENT
https://www.mitropolia.us/index.php/ro/1415-programul-catehetic-al-postului-nasterii-domnului-2
NEWS FROM THE KITCHEN: Bakers are baking to order. Please submit your holiday orders as soon
as possible. We have spinach, leek and egg/cheese pitas, baklava, kouroubia, kouloutaka and
homemade sausage.
Please contact Betty Anderson at bettya16@verizon.net or (508) 353-9449.

CHRISTMAS DONATIONS FOR HOLY TRINITY
We are looking for people that can donate Christmas gifts this year to our residents at Holy Trinity. If you
want to become the hands of our Lord, Jesus Christ, please contact Fr. Vasile at:
fr.vasileaileni@gmail.com, phone: 508 320 0645
Select St. Nicholas for your AmazonSmile Charity St. Nicholas is listed under the incorporation
name: St Nicholas Romanian Orthodox Church of Worcester Mass Inc. You can select the church to
receive donations from eligible orders on Amazon.
Here is the link to change the charity and has the church name on search:
● Open your Amazon account;
● Open another browser and copy the link below;
● https://smile.amazon.com/charity/select/search?q=St+Nicholas+Romanian+Orthodox+Church+of
+Worcester+Mass+Inc&orig=&ie=UTF-8
https://smile.amazon.com/
ORTHODOX SCHOOL EXPLORATION – On September 15, 2022 there was a meeting at St. Michael’s
in Southbridge to begin exploring the idea of creating an Orthodox Parochial school as well as ideas to
help support Orthodox homeschoolers. Various concerned Orthodox parishioners and Clergy attended
from Central MA Orthodox parishes. As a result, a small committee has developed an internet survey.
The survey will help us determine what the level of interest is with parents and the specific demographic
statistics needed to estimate the possible student population. Theorthodoxschool.com is the website we
will use to link to our survey. https://theorthodoxschool.com/
If you have any questions, please contact: Philip Economu
cell 617-872-1020
office 508-749-2213
home 508-757-9005
PEconomou@polarbev.com

SCHEDULE OF SERVICES
Here is the Liturgical Schedule for the first week of November:
Sunday

Sunday

Monday

Sunday

Wednesday

13-Nov

20-Nov

21-Nov

27-Nov

30-Nov

9:00

Matins

10:00

Sunday 25 after Pentecost - "The Parable of the Good
Samaritan".
Luncheon. THE NATIVITY (CHRISTMAS) FAST begins this
Friday, November 15th. We take this opportunity to have another
luncheon together as a church family.

9:00

Matins

10:00

Sunday 26 after Pentecost - "The Parable of the Rich Fool".

7:00

Akatist

7:30

(†) Divine Liturgy - The entry of the Mother of God into the
Church.

9:00

Matins

10:00

Sunday 30 after Pentecost - “The Rich Ruler & Keeping the
Commandments”
Akatist
†) Divine Liturgy - Holy and All-Praised Apostle Andrew the
First-Called

To see the monthly Calendar of Religious Services & Events, Click Here.
(Click here for a PDF version of this week's news)

A Prayer of Fr. Laurence
LET US PRAY TO THE LORD, Almighty, all-loving God:This evening, as we celebrate the entry
of the holy virgin into the temple, we ponder your Son's promise to come with you and dwell in the
temple of our hearts if we love you. Grant us, then, the strength and understanding we need to love you
as we should. Let your love for us, in turn, teach us how to be saintly and eligious, patient and gentle,
and constantly ready to serve you in our brothers and sisters, so that our love for you will be ever more
perfect. We ask this of you by the prayers of the Theotokos, whose festival we joyfully celebrate. For

you are a merciful and loving God, and we give you glory, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit: now and forever,
and unto ages of ages. Amen!
A DAY OF SHARING, NOVEMBER 24TH. The International Orthodox Christian Charities is the major
charitable arm of the Orthodox Church. Based in the United States, it brings relief to people in need
throughout the world. This is a wonderful organization we can trust our giving to. To donate go to the
website: www.iocc.org, or call: (877) 803 IOCC (4622).

IOCC Sunday, November 20th, 2022
The Encyclical of His Eminence, Metropolitan NICOLAE of the Romanian Orthodox Metropolia of
the Americas
For even the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give His life a ransom for many.
—Mark 10:45
To the Most Reverend Clergy, Venerable Monastics, and Devout Faithful of the Holy Orthodox Churches
in the United States:
Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,
On the Sunday before Thanksgiving, Orthodox faithful in the United States come together to give thanks
to God for His blessings and for the privilege of serving Christ by serving our neighbors in need. The
Assembly of Canonical Orthodox Bishops of the United States of America dedicates this day to the
ministry of International Orthodox Christian Charities, or IOCC—the Orthodox agency that serves
people in need worldwide.
For more than 30 years, IOCC has provided Orthodox Christians with a concrete way to serve people in
need, near and far, as they face conflict, drought, famine, natural disasters, and economic hardship. As
needs change across time, IOCC remains a reliable, effective channel for our offerings of Christian
service. Because of the faithful generosity of people like you, IOCC responds amid the crisis, offering
practical assistance that meets both immediate and longer-term needs. IOCC has given emergency
supplies, shelter, and groceries to Ukrainians displaced by conflict: this is especially meaningful for me
because in my homeland of Romania, countless families as well as the Filantropia Federation – an
IOCC partner organization managed by the Romanian Orthodox Church – have opened their doors to
their neighbors who are fleeing Ukraine.
Consider, as well, IOCC’s offerings of emotional care, cleanup, and rebuilding after US disasters; of food
for schoolchildren in Lebanon amid deep economic crisis; of groceries, animal feed, and equipment for
farmers and small businesses in Greece recovering from wildfires; and of emergency food for those

affected by drought and conflict in Ethiopia—in these and many more ways, IOCC fulfills human needs
in the spirit of Christ’s love.
Mark’s Gospel reminds us that Christ, the King of all, came to serve—and that we are to follow His
example. By supporting IOCC, you and I may follow the example of Christ the Servant-King. Through
IOCC, we can feed, clothe, and minister to one another for His sake. This Thanksgiving, let us thank
God for His blessings, and let us continue to answer the call to serve our brethren in need.
May the Lord shine His mercy upon you and your loved ones throughout the Nativity season, and may
your hearts and homes be filled with His peace!
With paternal blessings and love in Christ,
+ Metropolitan NICOLAE of the Romanian Orthodox Metropolia of the Americas
Liaison for IOCC from the Assembly of Canonical Orthodox Bishops of the United States of America

HOLY TRINITY NEWS
November 20, 2022
HOLY TRINITY IS LOOKING FOR AN ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT to join the team. The
Administrative Assistant will serve as a key member of the CEO’s support staff. Reporting directly to the
CEO, the Administrative Assistant will be responsible for performing a number of administrative duties.
The ideal candidate is highly self-motivated, professional, and capable of managing their workload and
prioritizing tasks in a fast-paced environment. This is an excellent opportunity to support the continued
growth and expansion of Holy Trinity. Persons interested should contact the CEO, Rodolfo Parra.
THANKSGIVING AT HOLY TRINITY. Thanksgiving plans are underway. Given the continuing concerns
for keeping everyone safe, Holy Trinity will not be offering any communal dining for Thanksgiving.
However, visitors are welcome all day. The various common areas will be available for visiting. The
football game(s) will be on the big screens. And, Thanksgiving Day activities are scheduled on each
unit. In addition, families are welcome to take their loved one out for the holiday, if they choose.
HOLY TRINITY has round the clock medical and therapeutic services, as well as respite care, all
designed to help people recover from illness, surgery, or accidents. Our professionals can help with
strengthening and functional improvement.
THIS WEEK AT HOLY TRINITY:

● Tuesday, November 22nd: Resident Council Meeting at 2:00 pm
● Wednesday, November 23rd: Musical Performance by Heather Rae at 2:00 pm
● Thursday, November 24th: Roman Catholic Mass at 11:00 am.

If you and your friends would like to attend, you are definitely welcome! Contact Julie Craven — e-mail:
jcraven@holytrinityrehab.org — or call: 508-852-1000, with questions.
DIVINE LITURGY is celebrated every Wednesday morning at 9:30am. Please keep Holy Trinity, its staff,
directors, residents, and families in your prayers. And remember: you can always attend Liturgy and visit with the
residents! They'd really appreciate it.
STAY CONNECTED. Be sure to like our Facebook page for frequent updates and photos.

ORTHODOX LINKS
Romanian Orthodox Metropolia of the Americas
Assembly of Canonical Orthodox Bishops of North and Central America (Assembly of Bishops)
International Orthodox Christian Charities (IOCC)
Orthodox Christian Mission Center (OCMC)
Orthodox Christian Radio Network (OCN)
Council of Eastern Orthodox Churches of Central Mass. (CEOC)
ALL THINGS ORTHODOX - weekly show hosted by Fr. Chris Stamas of St. Spyridon
airs on the Worcester Cable channel 194 on Mon @ 7 pm, Sat - 8 pm & Sun - 9 pm
or at the cable website: wccatv.com, or the Worcester TV Roku app.

___________________________________________________
St. Nicholas Orthodox Church
34 Gold St | Shrewsbury, MA 01545-6238
508-845-0088 | fax: 508-845-8850 | e-mail: info@StNicholasChurch.org
www.StNicholasChurch.org
Sunday Services: Matins at 9:00 am and Divine Liturgy at 10:00 am

